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REvELATIONS. 1. 3 


Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this. prophecy, and 
keep thoſe things which: are written 
therein : for the time is at hand. 


T is no wonder has they who 3 to 
read the Holy Scriptures, ſhould by de- 
grees be brought to ſlight, and even disbelieve 
thoſe ſacred records : "but it is a matter of 
amazement that they who profeſs to ſtudy 
the Bible, and acknowledge it to be the word 
of Gop, ſhould think any part of it unfit to 
be read. It is true that every part of thoſe 
ſacred Books is not of equal uſe; the Book of 
Leviticus for example, though it was neceſſary ; 
in order to fix the typical ceremonies of the 

| Jewiſh Religion; and to warn men againſt ſins 
which ſhould have been ever unknown, but 
which by fatal experience had been found 


to be too common; yet cannot certainly be 
thought as fit to be frequently read as 5 
Proverbs of Solomon: nor is the Book of 
the Revelations of as general uſe as the Goſpel 
; of St. Matthew. But does it follow that they 
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are unfit to be known and read at all? And 
ſhall any, even the moſt ignorant, be excluded 
from reading them? Ought they not rather 
to be inſtructed to read theſe, as well as the 
other parts of Scripture with advantage? For 
I I may. boldly ſay that there is not a chapter 
in the Bible from which a modeſt humble 


| Chriſtian may not gather uſeful knowledge, at 
the ſame time that ſinners find poiſon in the 


fineſt Paſſages, even of the Pſalms. 


The Text, placed as a Motto to this little 


Eſſay, contains a plain command, with promiſe 


of a bleſſing, to all without exception, to 
read or hear, conſequently to ſtudy and under- 
ſtand © the words of this prophecy,” and to 
* keep,” i. e. to perform the things written: 


which plainly ſhews it to be a Book uſeful for 
Fender and uſeful to all. 
It is not a ſufficient reaſon for neglecting 


any part of Scripture, to ſay we do not fully 


underſtand it. The Prophecy of Zechariah, 
for example, was not fully underſtood by the 
Fg nor is it fully clear to us even now; but 


et us ſuppoſe a Jew, four hundred years be- 


fore the coming of our Saviour, to have been 
reading in the ſynagogue, Zech. ix. 9. Re- 
* joice, oh, daughter of Zion, behold thy king 


* cometh — having ſalvation, lowly, and ri- 


6 ding upon an aſs; — the carnal Jews im his 
auditory, would perhaps be far from believing 
that 


* 
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that fuch expreſſions could belong to a con- 


quering Meſſiah; but the humble- minded, 
ſuch as wiſhed for a Redeemer to ſave them 


from their ſins, muſt joyfully have made uſe 
of the practical inſtruction; and as for the 


reſt, (the circumſtances of the prophecy) they 


would, like Mary, have laid them up to their 


children. Such there were in Iſrac}, who, having 


received the prophecies, had them continually 


before their eyes, and when the time came, 
acknowledged the bleſſed Jeſus in his humble 


triumph, and ſaluted him as coming in the 
name of the Lord, as the Saviour of. Man- 


kind. | 21 

Since eee a 1 bleſſing iS W e to 
thoſe who read the prophecy of this Book, 
and particularly to thoſe that keep the things 


written; I think it my duty to ſhew the 


young and ignorant what advantages I myſelf | 
have found in ſo doing; and, as far as I am 
able, by clearing up the * literal ſenſe, make 


the Pee port more apparent to them. 


1. A fable, an alas, a {ymbolica] 3 
a metaphor even, have each one their literal ſenſe, as 
well as a paſſage in hiſtory, though they have beſides 


a ſpiritual meaning. To clear up the firſt, is to ſhew 


the connection of its parts; their relation to each 
other; and to ſet the whole, though a fiction, 1 in a clear 
diſtin view. Lo ſeek the ſpiritual ſenſe, is to give 
the moral of the fable; the hidden ſenſe of the allegory; 
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I knowit is impoſlible in ſuch a work, not 


to give ſome attention to the fulfilling; of the 


prophecies ;z and not to be prejudiced, as Mr. 


Mede and others have been, by the pO 
- notions one has been uſed to reverence : one 
cannot help looking back on the events re- 


corded in hiſtory, and forward to future times, 


and applying circumſtances to ſuch things as 
more eſpecially affect ourſelves; but this ſhould 
be done with the greateſt humility and cau- 


tion, and with a thorough ſenſe of the danger 


of being miſled oneſelf, or raſhly miſleading 
others, (eſpecially as to practice. The cry, 
«© Come out of her, my people,” once ſet all 
Europe in a flame; and the whore of Babylon 
was thought by the Retormers, to be ſeen in 
every pariſh church; while the Papiſts on 
the other hand, comforted themſelves with the 
notion that the judgment of Babylon was 


paſt, and no way concerned them. But had 
ley both calmly conſidered the prophecy, and 
the explanation of the angel, they would have 
ſeen that Babylon is a city, not a church 
and that her deſtruction is an event belonging 


the meaning af” the ſymbolical repreſentation ; ; and to 
ſhew the ſtrength of the metaphor, and its propriety 
When carried on through ſeveral parts, perhaps of a 


Tong diſcourſe. In all theſe, if the literal ſenſe is not 
_ diſtinR, it will ſeldom be found that the ſpiritual mean- 
ing will have much effect. 
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to the very laſt times; that he is the metro- 

polis of the antichriſtian empire, from whoſe 
ſin and puniſhment it behoveth us ſtill to keep 

ourſelves ſecure; but, in no way are we war- 

ranted to take up the ſword, or join with the 
deſtroyers, even againſt her. The everlaſting 
Goſpel preached by the angel, is to precede” 
the fall of Babylon. This the Proteſtants have 
ſometimes taken to themſelves; but ſad ex- 


perience has ſhewn how little title we have to 
aſſume ſo glorious an appellation, as that of 


the angelic preachers of everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs; ſo that we are ſtill to ſeek for future 


events, to unravel the myſteries of the Apoca- 
lypſe. The * man of fin (if ſuch an one as an 


individual there muſt be) muſt be ſought for in 
the temple of God, amongſt ourſelves; that is, 
in the Chriſtian church at large; but our pre- 
ſent care ſhould be, to avoid the name of the 


| beaſt whoſe power he is to exerciſe, his mark, 
and his number, which we ſhall beſt do by 


behaving as Chriſtians, not by loading one. 


another with opprobrious names. Let not 
then the raſh Interpretations of enthuſiaſts, 


whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, deter the 
meaneſt of us from reading and meditating. 
on this glorious prophecy, ſo full of practical 
inſtructions, and beautiful expreſſions of praiſe 
and adoration but let the errors of others be 
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a warning to us, to do it in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and humility, not to pleaſe our- 
ſelves with a vain conceit of ſeeming wiſer. 
than others, or to aſſume authority over them; 
let us leave to the learned, to thoſe who by 
divine appointment have leiſure and means of : 
enquiry to examine as to times paſt, and to 
form conjectures as to times to come. But 
let us all apply ourſelves as commanded, to 
learn here, as in other parts of ſcripture, how 
to praiſe and worſhip our God, our Creator, 
Redeemer, Sanctifier, and to Ie as brethren. 
It is neceſſary, however, in order to a prac- 
tical uſe of the book of the Revelations, to 
gain a competent knowledge of the things 
contained in it, eſpecially as to the order in 
which they are placed; for which purpoſe I 
| ſhall here ſet down a ſort of analyſis of the 
whole in the light in which it appears to me. 
But firſt, I muſt beg the reader to call to 
mind what we commonly read and hear with 
little attention; I mean the deſcriptions of 
the tabernacle and temple of the *Jewiſh wor- 
ſhip, and of the preſence of Jehovah the 
object of it; with the explanation of theſe 
_ in the epiſtle to the * Hebrews; for the 


0 #6 When we read the defiriotiont of Noab's 1 of 
the Tabernacle, and of the Temple, and of the ceremo- 


nies 
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whole book of the Apocalypſe has a reference 


to theſe of heavenly things, as they-are called 


Heb. 1x. 23. 


The book begins with a ſhort preface, then 


an addreſs of the apoſtle to the ſeven churches; 
and in them to all, with a bleſſing from him 
which is, and was, and is to come; from the 


nies of che Jewiſh worſhip, | they ſeem tedious and un- 


intereſting to us; and the prophecies of Ezekiel, both 
prophet and prieſt relating thereto, we ſeldom read at 


all: yet it is plain from St. Paul and others, and eſpe- 


cially from the epiſtle to the Hebrews, that great in- 


ſtruction lies hid under theſe veils. The people to 
whom Ezekiel ſpake, complained that he ſpake parables; 


but doubtleſs, the things he ſpake of they were not 
ſtrangers to, and might have underſtood the meaning 
of thoſe parables, had they not been a rebellious houſe. 


The Jews, from that time at leaſt, that is, after the 


_ captivity, grew more and more carnal and ignorant: 
yet we find, by the manner in which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ſpeak of thoſe things, that they were ſtill un- 


derſtood; but the Jews afterwards, through their diſ- 
perſions, ſeem to have loſt all rational knowledge of 
the law, excepting ſome few writers; and the gentile 
converts, from their oppoſition to the Jews, and from a 


_ careleſs neglect of the original Hebrew, ſoon loſt that 


knowledge of ſymbolical inſtruction which the firſt 
Chriſtians ſeem in part at leaſt to have enjoyed. Per- 
haps a time may come, when the Jews being en- 
lightened, we may learn from them the ae of 


thoſe things we do not underſtand, and find proofs of 


the divine knowledge and foreſight, where we leaſt 
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ſeven ſpirits; that is, the ſpirit | in his ſeven 
fold gifts; and from Jeſus —© who waſhed us 
from our ſins.” Then follows the viſion of a 


perſon deſcribed like the Son of Man, Dan. vii. 
13. and x. 16. and not like Jeſus as when on 


earth, or as now in heaven; for though he 
ſaith, I am he that liveth and was dead, Jer 


his appearance is ſymbolical, as in many 
other places of this book. Had Chriſt ſhewed 


himſelf to his beloved diſciple in his own 
human form, the effe& it muſt have had on 


his natural paſſions, would probably have been 


ſo great, as to have diſabled him from at- 


trending to his inſtructions. Then follows the 


command to write of things + paſt, preſent, 


« ; 


3. See Deodati on \ this place. His tranſlation ſeems 
to be a very good one. He lived at the time of the 
reformation, and was a favorer of it; and though I 


ſuppoſe he often copies former tranſlators, yet in my 
rpg he reQifies their miſtakes, | 


4. Revel. i. 19, 20. Write the things which thou haſt 


« feen”—things paſt, —** and the things which are“ — 


at preſent—and “ the things which ſhall be hereafter” 
—things future, Now learn the myſtery or hidden ſenſe, 
viz, of the myſtery of the ſeven ſtars — and the ſeven, 


candleſticks or lamp-bearers: the ſeven ſtars are the 
angels of the ſeven churches, and the ſeven candle- 


ſticks, or lamp-bearers are the ſeven churches. . The 
Apoſtle was to write of things paſt, preſent, and to 
come; not concerning the myſtery of the 2oth verſe 


only, The word myſtery is no where found in our tranſ- 


lation 
5 „ ArrER . N“, 2 & 55 
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and to come. And laſtly, the myſtery, i. e. 


the meaning of the ſeven ſtars, and the ſeven 
candleſticks, or lamp-bearers is explained; 
after which, chapters 2 and 3, are ſet down 


the exhortations to the churches, with refe- 


rences to other parts of the book, as well as to 
this viſion, and to other parts of ſcripture. 

Chap. iv. opens a ſecond viſion, or rather 
a general ſcene to which belong two contem 
porary viſions; the one concerning the fate of 


lation of the Old Teſtament, and only 25 times in the 


New; and of theſe, not more than two or three, can 
any way be underſtood according to the modern notion, 
viz of a thing unintelligible ; on the contrary, a my- 
ſtery, is almoſt every where mentioned as a thing to be 


known, underſtood, or explained; in ſhort, the true 


meaning is, a thing covered or veiled; concealed, in 
order to make the more - 4 Saget when revealed; Such 
was the myſtery of the Go 
men through Chriſt; it had been revealed in part un- 
der the Law, by the Law itſelf; but was not openly 


pel, i. e. the Salvation of all 


declared till the coming of the Holy Ghoſt on the 
Apoſtles, &c. The myſteries we now frequently ſpeak 
of, are things concerning the nature and attributes of 


the Deity, and all ſpiritual beings ; theſe are not to be 
underſtood by us, but it is on account of our imperfect 


powers of underſtanding, not becauſe they are on pur- 
poſe concealed from us: ſo far as we are capable of 
apprehending them they are revealed; our part is'to 
believe what is ſo revealed, and to regulate our practice 
accordingly ; for nothing is required that is contradic- 
tory, or againſt reaſon, though many truths are above 
it, —ſuch as, the eternity of God, &c. &c. , 
| | | che 
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the Empire, with the church as conetted 


with it, called by Mr. Mede Viſio Fatorum Im- 
 perii, from chap. vi, to chap. xi. 19; then the 
fate of the church, and its connections with 
the Roman Empire during the ſame period ; 
for Rome is allowed on all hands to be the 


object in view. This begins at the 19 verſe _ 


of the rin chapter, and goes on to the end of 
the xvi", and is called by Mr. Mede, Viſio 
Fatorum Eccleſiæ. 

The deſcription of a throne with a * ſitter 


on it, for that is the original expreſſion, ought 


not to be underſtood as painters repreſent it, 


of an old man, as fuppofing God the Father 
to be meant; but it is a CE foal emblem 
of the Divine Preſence as ſeen by Moſes, by 


| Ifaiah, Ezekiel, and others, inhabiting the 
the- Cherubim, and both guiding and go- 
verning the children of A in their 5 Jour- 


5. The neader is | defired to compare the text of this 


Book, (as we ought to do every part of Scripture) wh 


the numerous references in the margin of the Bible: 
compare Scripture with Scripture 1s the ſureſt way — 


underſtand it. Rev. iv, 5. probably ſhould be read 


thus“ out of the throne proceeded lightnings,” &c. 
and ſeven lamps burning before the throne, The word 
_ proceeded ſeems to belong to the lamps as well as to 
the lightnings, &e. 


The words, /ymbolical and. ebe ug, frequently 


uſed by writers on the Revelations, perhaps may not 
2 
a App, Ne 9. b Ib, 1, 2, 3 45 57 and Note 21. 
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ſequently occupy one and the ſame period. 
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nies, &c. The ſeven lamps before, or pro- 
ceeding from the throne, are the Holy Spirit; 
and the rainbow 1s the well-known ſymbol 
of the covenant of mercy. The Lamb, as ſlain 
from the foundation of the world, ſtanding 
in the midſt of the throne and elders, i.. be- 


tween both, as the Mediator, is Chriſt the 
Lamb of Gop which taketh away the ſins of 


the world, ſo called by his forerunner. John 
Baptiſt ſpeaking to his diſciples, which ſhews 
how well the expreſſion was underſtood, 
The four beaſts, Ge, animalia, living-crea- 
tures, are ſymbols of the heavenly hoſts, and 
the elders, and afterwards the palm-bearing 
multitude repreſent the camp of Iſrael, and in 
them the church as one throughout all gene- 

rations. The deſcription of the * Book, a Roll 
ſuch as uſed by the Jews, and the praiſes of 
Gop and of the Lamb, are the contents of 


the fifth chapter. : 


Chapter the ſixth, the Prophecy begins, by 
the opening of the four ſeals, here ſuppoſed to 


be underſtood by every one: the firſt means a repre- 
ſentation of a thing, but does not include a likeneſs of 
it; the Ark was a ſymbol of the Deity, and perhaps 
choſen on purpoſe, becauſe it could not be ſuppoſed to 
be like d Jehovah. The ſecond word, viz. times n- 
chronifing are ſuch as begin and end together, and con- 


Arr. Ne. 2. „ 


foretell 


Ca Þ 
foretell war, perſecution, famine, and peſti- 
| lence, Death and Hades follow them; and 
their power, i. e. the power of each of them, 
is over a fourth part of the earth, ſuppoſed to 
mean the empire of Rome. At the opening 
of the fifth ſeal, the ſouls of the martyrs are 
repreſented crying, like the blood of Abel, 
for * vengeance: having been ſlain as the ſa- 
_ crifice, they are here placed under the altar of 
burnt-offering, which ſtood in the court be- 
fore the tabernacle; between which and the 
altar ſtood the laver or brazen ſea, the ſymbol 
of purity, or of cleanſing by repentance. To 
this ſea I ſuppoſe, the ſea of glaſs, mentioned 
chap. iv. 6. and xv. 2. is to be compared, and 
not to the ocean, as ſome have imagined: 
its being clear as cryſtal, repreſents very pro- | 
perly the perfect purity of the Goſpel difpen- 
faction, as the white robes, the a. een of 
the ſaints. 
he ſixth ſeal begins chap. vi. 12. and © is 
continued through the vii. chapter; it gives an 
account of times of great diſtreſs, in terms | 
like thoſe of our Saviour concerning the end 
of the world; and of the ſealing 144000 | 


6. The account here, of ſan, c. 4 ſtars fall- 
ing, &c. comes too ſoon to ſuppoſe it to relate to the 
day of judgment, otherwiſe than as a type: beſides, 
kings and ſtates are underſtood by theſe ſymbols i in i ſeve- 

ral 
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from all the tribes of Iſrael, being ſuch as 
came out of tribulation, and had waſhed their 
garments in the blood of the Lamb: which 

circumſtances ſeem to diſtinguiſh theſe from 
5 the 144000 in the Viſion, Falorum Eccleſiæ, 
which are ſaid to accompany the Lamb. | 
At the opening of the ſeventh ſeal, or ſeal 

of the trumpets, there is ſilence in heaven, 
(tee Dr. Dodd) and an Angel, ſuppoſed to be 
7 Chriſt, offcreth incenſe on the golden altar; 
as Zachary and the other prieſts in their 
twenty-four courſes uled to do at the golden 


ral places of Scripture, and therefore they probably. 
mean the ſame here. When we read of the terrors of 
Jehovah here and in other places of the Prophet, we 
are often miſled by applying them wholly to the ene- 
mies of God, of Chriſt and his Church; for we ſeldom 
conſider thoſe threats as addreſſed to ourſelves, whereas 
we may ſee they are for the moſt part intended to 
awaken ſuch as pretend to ſerve God, and for whom a 
ſtate of trial is prepared. Babylon was perhaps as ig- 
norant of the judgments forctold by Iſaiah, as the 
northern invaders or the perſecuting emperors were of 
the things foretold in the Book of the Revelations, 
Ihey are warnings to us, and were written for our in- 
frudcion, 3 5 „ 
7. The expreſſions of putting on of Chriſt, waſhing 
our garments, and the covering, ſhadowing, &. are 
frequent in Scripture, and in general underſtood : but 
there is one paſſage, which is often miſtaken by the ig- 
norant, for want of knowing the cuſtoms of former 
times: I mean the parable of the ſupper, Matth. xxii. 
11; where a perſon, among thoſe compelled to come in, 
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altar, which ſtood within the Tabernacle, 
but without the veil, while the people in fi- 
lence were praying without, 2. e. in the court 
to which they were admitted. After this, 
the fire from the cenſer being caſt down to 
the earth, the firſt trumpet ſounds, and is 
followed by a ſtorm ; at the ſecond trumpet 


a mountain is caſt into the ſea; at the third, 


a ſtar called Bitterneſs falls on the rivers, &c. 
and at the ſounding of the fourth, the ſun 
and the moon &c. are deprived of a third part 
of their light, probably expreſling the reign 
of Ignorance, which in one degree preceded 


that of Error. Theſe four trumpets affe& the 


third part of the earth, ſuppoſed to mean 


Europe: but the three laſt, called ' Woes, 


are more general. The firſt is the plague of 


is caſt into outer darkneſs, for not having on a weddin g 


garment; which ſeems at firſt an act of cruelty, but a 
little attention to the cuſtoms alluded to will explain 
the matter. Lucullus, the voluptuous Roman, having 


three thouſand cloaks, theſe could not be for his own 


uſe, but were for the conveniency of his gueſts, who 


lying at their eaſe on couches at his feaſts, were fur- 


niſhed with a looſe garment to throw over them. 80 
we ſee Jehu alſo, 2 Kings x. 22. at his feaſt on a ſacri- 


fice to Baal providing veſtments for all his gueſts. 'The 


_ offending perſon in the parable did not therefore come 


without a wedding garment on account of his poverty, 
but had contemptuouſly refuſed it, for which he might 


juſtly be puniſhed, By this garment we are to under. 


Fe ſtand 
7 Arr END. Ne. 7. ; 
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the * locuſts, whoſe time is limited to five 


months, or 150 days, i. e. years. The ſecond 
woe is the horſemen from Euphrates, whoſe 
time ſeems to be the ſame as that of the outer 


court, mentioned afterwards; 7. e. 1260 days. 


The events of this trumpet are e at 


the deſcent of another » angel. 


ſtand the righteouſneſs of Chriſt and bis atonement, 
which whoever rejects, ſhall ©* walk naked, and all men 
ſee his ſhame”? (ſee Rev. xvi. 15, ) this the church of 


Laodicea is charged to buy, for fear of the ſame diſ- 


grace; and this was fignified under the law, by the ſkin 
of the ſin-offering being given to the prielt ; by the 
clothing of our firſt parents, and by many other types. 
To cover and to propitiate are looked upon as * 


mous terms in Hebrew. 


8. The Romiſh writers ſuppoſe theſe locuſts to be 
ſwarms of various ſorts of heretics; the Proteſtants ſay 
they are various orders of monks and friars; but buth 


forget that variety is not a characteriſtic of theſe locuſts. 


On the contrary the deſcription given here, and the ac- 
counts of red locuſts ſnew them to be a uniform body 


of inſects, whoſe appearance and diſpoſitions are the 


ſame, however prodigious their numbers. In this 


reſpect they reſemble the ſwarms of northern nations, 


who, though they came from different parts, ſeem 


to have been like each other, as to their characters, 


manners, and appearance. And it 1s likewiſe to be 
obſerved that the plague of the locuſts belongs to the 


Viſion Fatorum Imperii, concerning outward things; 
and therefore they ſhould be underſtood of the enemies 
to the outward ſtate of the church and empire, not to 
the faith and the dockrines of religion. 


9. The things related, chap. 1 come in 25 a kind of 


B 2 parentheſis, 


— — 


101 
This angel reſembles the perſon deſcribed 
by Daniel, and is therefore ſuppoſed to be 


another ſymbolical repreſentation of the Meſ- 
fiah. A rainbow is under his feet, and a lit- 


tle book in his hand, which he gives to the 
apoſtle to eat, as Tehovah does to the pro- 


phet Ezekiel, chap, xi. 8. This angel, ſtand- 
ing like the one in Daniel x11. 7. on the wa- 
ters; or, as here, with one foot on the earth 
and the other on the ſea, proclaims that time 


ſhall be no more; but that when the ſeventh 


trumpet ſhall ſound the myſtery of God ſhall 
be finiſhed, as verſe 18 of the xii“ chapter, 
He then commands St. John to preach a ſe- 


_ cond time, which command I ſuppole he per- 


formed in the Viſion Fat. Eccleſ. and he bids 
him ſeal up what the ſeven thunders had ut- 
tered, which Mr. Mede ſuppoſes to relate to 
the events afterwards ſpoken of under the ſe- 
ven vials. 


parentheſis, after which, chap. xi, the account of the 
ſecond woe 1s continued, and ends by the end of all 
things, verſe the 15", when the ſeventh, 7. e. the laſt 
trumpet, ſounds: Lende it is plain the diſtinction of 


two viſions ſynchroniſing with each other is right, and 


that the concluſion, (chapters xix, xx, xxi, xxii.) be- 
longs to both; and 1 is the ſame Juſt mentioned, chap. 
Ki. ie 

10. The prophet Feilen 5 chap. xv. 16 Thy 


by words were found, and I did eat them, and By word 


e Was 
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Then chap. xi, the courts are meaſured, 


and the angel declares the time of the outer 
court, and the trampling it under foot, to be 
1260 days (i. e. years) or 42 months, which 


is the ſame thing. The preaching of the two 
witneſſes is to laſt the ſame time alſo, which 
ſhows we are not to underſtand by them two 


men, but rather two churches. The“ beaſt 
from the bottomleſs pit is at length to deſtroy 


them. At the ſounding of the ſeventh or laſt 


trumpet, Chriſt's kingdom is ſaid to be actu- 


ally come, and his reign to be for ever and 
ever. The 24 elders then mention in their 


ſong of triumph, as things juſt concluded, 
the wrath of the nations, the reward of the 


2 aints, and the final reign of the Almighty. 
The next * viſion, the third in number, but 


ſecond with regard to the foregoing, Fatorum 
Imperii, ſynchroniſes with it; and begins with 


E the nineteenth verſe of the eleventh chapter. 
See Dodd, Newton, Grotius. | | 


was the joy of mine heart: ſweet to the mouth,” as 
here. We ſpeak of taſting, reliſhing, and ruminating; 
the Hebrew uſed the ſimilitude of eating allo. | 


11. Their deſtruction is repreſented by their being 


lain by the beaſt, and lying unburied in © the ſtreet of 
> the great city,” ſpiritually called Sodom, and Egypt. 
[By which not Rome, but the world ſeems to be meant; 
for Egypt is the name of a country, not a city) and af- 
der three days and an half, they riſe again and aſcend 


into heaven. 
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As the former vifian was introduced by the 
opening of a door in heaven, this of the Fate 
of the Church begins by the temple of God 
being opened, and the ark of the covenant 
being ſeen, i. e. the Holy of Holes, the moſt 
hidden things are now revealed; and beſides 
this, we are carried back to the times of the 
church under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, She is 
repreſented, with a manifeſt reference to the 
dream of Joſeph, as clothed with the ſun, the 


glory of Iſrael; the moon, that is Leah, the 
mother of Judah, is under her feet as her 
foundation and ſupport, and the twelve ſtars, | 


the patriarchs, are her crown: She brings forth 
a man- child which is to rule all nations with 


a rod of iron, i. e. Chriſt, as Pſ. ii. 9. which 


child is caught up to the throne of God, 


Chap. xii. verſe 3. A great red dragon ap- 


pears ready to devour the child; and perſe- 
cutes both the woman, and afterwards her 
ſeed: The dragon is caſt out by Michael: 

The woman flies into the wilderneſs, where 
ſhe is to be nouriſhed for a time, times, and 


and half a time; or, as ver. 6. 1260 days: the 
dragon ſends out a flood of waters after 


12. The name, Michael, means the ſimilitude of 
God. 
13. Waters are frequently in the Old Teſtament 
underſtood as explained by the angel (chap. xvii. 15.) 
to mean, peoples and cen and multitudes, and 
tongues. | 


her, | 
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her, but the earth receives it; yet he conti- 


nues to perſecute the remnant of her ſeed. 
Chap. xiii. A beaſt riſes out of the ſea, 


with ſeven heads, ten horns and ten crowns, 


and on his forehead the * name of blaſphemy, 
or apoſtate ; ſee Acts xxvi. 11. His form is 
that of the four beaſts in the viſion of Daniel, 
united in one; his power is that of the dra- 

on, and his time is 42 months, the ſame as 


4 that of the horſemen, of the witneſſes, and of 


the woman in the wilderneſs : one of his heads 
is wounded, but healed again. A ſecond beaſt 
riſes out of the earth, with two horns like a 
lamb, with the power of the wounded beaſt, 
whom he cauſeth men to worſhip, and to 
make an image of it, to which he gives life; 


and he cauſeth thoſe to be killed that will not 


worſhip the image, and obligeth all to receive 
the mark, the name, the © number of the name 
of the beaſt from the fea, which is 666: here 
is wiſdom ; let him that hath underſtanding 
count the number of the beaſt, for it is the 
number of a man. The time of this beaſt 


14. The expreſſion, © here is wiſdom,” is uſed again 
chap. xvil. 9. where the myſtery or hidden ſenſe of 
the heads 1s explained. I hope no one will ſuppoſe I 
pretend to this wiſdom, becauſe I ſet the number 666 
as a date before the ſynchroniſing times, 1260; I do 

| | | as it 
Ar. Ne. 12. | 8 
d APP. Ne, 8, 10, 11. © See Note 15. Rev, xiii, 
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is 42 months, i. e. 1260 days. The time of 


the ſecond beaſt, or beaſt from the earth, is not 
ſet down: it is plain he and the image muſt 


be ſomewhat later in * time, as to their begin- 
ning, than the firſt beaſt; but probably the 
end of their time will be the ſame. As the 


number 1260 is the time of the outer court, 


and of the witneſſes, in the firſt Viſion Far. 
Imperii; and allo the time of the woman, and 


of the firſt beaſt in the ſecond Viſion Fat. 


Eccliſiæ; theſe two viſions ſeem of neceſſity 
connected, as to that ſpace of time: and as 
the“ number 666 has no apparent uſe as a 


it only by way of hypotheſis; or as in algebra a mark 


is ſet for a number fought for. I beg the reader alſo 


to take notice, that this number need not be connected 


with our A. D. for though the ſecond viſion goes back 


to what I ſuppoſe to mean the birth of Chriſt, it does 
not neceſſarily follow that the time of the viſion muſt 
be dated from that birth : beſides, the year of our Sa- 
viour's birth is not certainly known, though | I think 
the year of his death is. 

15. Rev. xiii. 17. The number of the beaſt, 666, is 


a number, and a number given us to count, ver. 18. 
and it is the number of a man: what more natural 


therefore than to take this number as a key to unlock 
all the myſteries of the Apocalypſe? as a date from 
which to count all the other numbers, and particularly 
the times of the beaſt, and thoſe that ſynchroniſe with 
it? And ſince it is the number of a man, what ſo natural 


as to date its beginning from the man-child whoſe 


birth 1s here recorded ? eſpecially as above 400 years 


after 
2 See AepgnD, N*. 13; * Ibid. N*. 21. 
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TH 
number, unleſs connected with the 1260 days 
or years, I venture to place it as a date from 
which to reckon that period; which gives 666 

ears for the events preceding the leaving out 


the meaſured court, Viſion Fat. Imperii; and 


the ſame for the events of the Viſion Fat. 


7 Ecclefie, as far as the earth's ſwallowing of 
the flood; in all, adding the 1260 years, a to- 
4 tal of 4926 years, Ny The number of the beaſt 


TE after this book was written, dierte 0 the 
date of this birth to be the æra from which the whole 
Chriſtian world ſhould reckon : a circumſtance which 


it was impoſlible the author of it, if a mere man, could 
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foreſee When I began to reckon from theſe numbers, 


I was ſurpriſed at the coincidence of Mr. Mede's time 
of the inner court, 360, when added to the year of 
2 Conſtantine's- acceſſion 306, with the number of the 
{ beaſt 666: for I had forgot the preciſe year of that 


Emperor, and only thought of it as a remarkable zra, 


In a larger work of which this is only a part, theſe 
things are more fully confidered: 
'” ſhort performance, and I only mention theſe fats to 
ſhew, I did not frame an hypotheſis from the number 


they ſuit not this 


of the beaſt, and then build upon it, for my plan was 
formed and nearly completed before theſe excuwſiances 
were obſerved. 

16. After connecting theſe numbers, I happened to 
obſerve by mere chance, that placing the 666 years, 
or days, before the 1335 days mentioned by the pro- 
phet Daniel, chap. xx1i. 12. the ſum is 2001. 


Thoſe that have read many authors concerning the 
book of the Revelations will ſoon take notice of the 
connection of this number with the Jewiſh notion con- 
5 . 6000 years. 


See Note 15 above. 
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more is meant than merely a date. 


Sion with 144,000 followers, ſinging a new | 
fong, which no one could learn : they are ſaid q 
to be virgins, and * redeemed from among 


to the Lamb,” without guile, and © with- |T 


© out fault befare the throne of God.” Their : 
appearance is followed by three angels, the 


tude, ver. 14; and probably again ver. 18, [1 


ili. 17; the vintage ripe for deſtruction, as | 
: Iaiah Ixiii. 3. 5 


ts}. 


is a his mark, chap. xv. 2. which ſhews | ; 


: . 


Chap. xiv. preſents the Lamb on mount 


emen, being the firſt- fruits? unto God and 


firſt proclaiming the everlaſting goſpel, the f. 
ſecond the fall of Babylon, and the third the 1 
puniſhment of the worſhippers of the beaſt, ;. 
and the reward of the righteous, Then the 
Son of Man is ſet forth under another ſimili- 


as gathering his vintage and reaping his har. | 
veſt: the corn ready for the garner ; ſee Luke 


17. Firſt-· fruits The ſheaf offered on the morrow- . 
after the ſabbath, 7. e. the ſunday in the paſchal week, 
could not be always equally ripe, the ſeaſons differing | 4 
ſometimes, and the time being perhaps a month ſooner |; 
one year than another; the feſtival being regulated by : 
the lunar year: poſſibly by this was ſignified, that the 
divine acceptance and obedience to the command, were 
the things conſidered ; not the perfection of the offer- I 
ing in itſelf, 1 

See Note 22. 


{i 
Chap. at 


E #5. 1] 
* enn xv: 5. © The temple of the ta- 
1 bernacle of the teſtimony in heaven,” is 


7 * 
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1 18. a A fob of glaſs is here again mtb tiosd verſe . 
A modern author, of the communion of the church 
of Rome, calls it the extenſive ſea of glaſs,” and ſays 
nit may be called the floor of heaven:“ Proteſtant 
| 4 riters have taken it in the ſame ſenſe, and carried the 
idea very ſtrange lengths. To me ſuch a ſea of glaſs 
1 onveys no idea; eſpecially as it is ſaid to be mingled 
| ith fire: a plain of glaſs may repreſent the calm ſur- 
face of a lake, but the water of a ſea, and even of a 
river, is ſo conſtantly in motion, even in a dead calm, 
bb glaſs can no way repreſent it: and as for mingling 
it with fire, except actually in fuſion, or at the mo- 
ent it is taken hot from the furnace, it never can 
Tre united with fire. We find no example in Scrip- 
ture of any ſymbolical repreſentation like a plain of 
*plaſs, or glaſs mingled with fire; it conveys no ſym- 
bpolical inſtruction; no moral application: the idea 
muſt have been wholly without example in nature, or 
I ny work of art; for plate glaſs was unknown at the 
time of the viſion, and glaſs in any ſhape was a rare 
object: but the ſymbolical repreſentations in Scripture 
are commonly objects from nature, things well known, 
I cannot therefore underſtand the ſea of glaſs otherwiſe 
than as the brazen ſea, a laver of purification, © A ſea 
of glaſs with fire mingled, {for ſuch is the order of the 
Fords in the original) brings to mind the expreſſion of 
John Baptiſt, . Matth. iii. 11, © he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with ſire:“ and from this 


d, were N 
= Sea of glaſs, Brazen laver, Dr. Dodd. See Arr. 5 


| Ne. 2. d Paſtorini. | 
h © See Ez. 1ft and 4th. Fire infolding itſelf— turning 
C 4 about like A 2 that 1s tel 
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ſaid to be opened; and ſeven angels come 


out of it, to whom ſeven vials or cups are gi- | 
ven e full of the wrath of God.“ The temple | 
is filled with ſmoke, as that of Solomon was 


at the dedication, and no one 1s able to enter 


into it, till the ſeven [laſt] plagues are fulfil- 
led. The firſt is a noiſome fore; the ſecond 
is the ſea turned to blood; the third ſmites | 
rivers, &c. in the ſame manner; the fourth! 
adds heat to the ſun, to ſcorch men, and they 
blaſpheme God on account of this plague; Þ 
1. e. as I ſuppoſe, they are driven to deny 

Chriſt and his goſpel, as St. Paul ſays, Acts“ 
XXv1.II; ©I compelled them to blaſpheme,“ 
5,0. t0.* deny the faith, ſpeaking of his perſe-|* 
cution of Chriſtians before his converſion. 
The fifth plague is on the ſeat of the ® beaſt; |? 
the ſixth on the river Euphrates, whence the |? 
kings of the eaſt, led by three falſe “ ſpirits þ 


baptiſm, as newly riſen from it, the victors over the? 
beaſt, his name, &c. fland, em, 7.e, near, © not upon, 
the ſea of glaſs, ſinging the ſong of Moſes and the 
Lamb, as Iſrael on the banks of the Red. ſea. When 
we ſay that a multitude ſtands on the brink of a river, 
we do not mean that their feet are ſupported by the 
water; nor does the word e confine the ſenſe to being 

actually zpon the ſea of glaſs mingled with fire. 8 

19. The three evil ſpirits proceeding from the mouths Þ 

of the dragon, the beaſt, and the falſe prophet, ſnew, p 


a App, No, 12. d Ibid. 8. 
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from the mouths of the dragon, the beaſt, 
and the falſe prophet, come to the battle of 


Armageddon : great Babylon is here again 


ſaid to be called to remembrance. A ſtorm of 


hail enſues, but men blaſpheme even to the 


I ſuppoſe, the agreement of theſe three in one falſe doc- 
trine : the ſhape, ſaid to be as frogs, is perhaps in al- 


lufion to the plague of frogs which went up over all 


the land of Egypt, and entered into the moſt te 
: | remo 
receſſes ; thereby expreſſing the power of the a 


of * blaſphemy ſpreading itſelf every where, and find- 
ing too eaſy admittance, and like the frogs at laſt be- 


coming an infectious plague—ſo that, if poſſible, it 
ſhould deceive the very elect, the choſen . 
perſons, not perſons elected. Matth. 22, 14. Man | 
are called, but few afe choſen ; are choſen ones, fit <4 
fight the battles of Chriſt. Hermas Paſtors ſays of 
wilful ' Apoſtates, To theſe there is no return be- 
"cauſe that to their other ſins [for which they were 
F „ Uready liable to puniſhment] they have added this, 
_ that they have blaſphemed (i. e. denied) the name of 
| © the Lord.” Denied © the Lord that bought them,” 
and left themſelves without atonement, without any 


interceſfor. ROD, 


The return of a real apoſtate to the fai L * 
. of his deſpiſed Redeemer, was a caſe ſo unlikely as ch 
Ls the . to come here under conſideration: the caſe of ſuch as 
o being 


afterwards fell through fear, though it required the 


ſeverity of penance; was very different from thoſe 


Hermas ſpeaks of. See Hermas b 
5 . | y Archbiſhop Wak 

p. 2823 ſec alſo p. 320, where the Son of Gba gan 
: Lois 80 Old Rock, the New Gate, and by the 
Lord of the Tower; th ilicudes in o 

1 r ; three ſimilitudes in one and the 
upon it. 5 
juppole, ; 
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laſt; i. e. they perſiſt in their apoſtacy, in 
denying the Father and the Son: for ſuch is 
the cle er given us of Antichriſt by St. 


John, 1 Ep. it. 22; © he is Antichriſt that 


« denyeth the Father and the Son.“ Thus the 
ſecond viſion ends. 

Then follows the viſion of Babylon, chap- 
ters xvii and xviii, which appears to be a ſe- 
parate viſion, going back even to the foun- 


dation of Rome. It gives a minute account 


of the deſtruction of that great city, under 


the ſymbolical repreſentation of a woman ſit- 


ting on ſuch a * beaſt as deſcribed before, and 


fitting on the waters, becauſe the beaſt riſes 


from the ſea; which waters are explained to 
be nations, &c. The ſcene of action is in the 
wilderneſs, viz, in the ſame place where the 


woman in the ſecond viſion is ſaid to be pre- 


ſerved, The woman that rides on the beaſt, 


with a cup in her hand, is ſaid to intoxicate 


all nations, herſelf being drunk with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jeſus. The angel explain- 
ing the viſion, ſays; The beaſt was, and is 
< not, and ſhall aſcend out of the bottomleſs 
pit, Lie abyſs], and go into perdition.” wy 


20. st. paul calls Antichriſt the fon of perdition, 


2 Theſſ. ii. 3; and our Saviour calls Judas by the ſame 
name, John x. xvii. 12. 
The 
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The ſeven heads are ſeven mountains and | 


ſeven kings, [i. e. kingdoms, ] they ſignify 


both kingdoms and mountains: five of theſe, 
_ faith he, are fallen, one is,” viz. at the time 
of the viſion, ſuppoſed to be A. D. 94, © the 


e other is not yet;” and he, this ſeventh, 
« when he cometh, muſt continue a tort 8 


« pace. The beaſt © is the eighth, and of 
te the ſeven.” The angel goes on explaining ;. 


„The ten horns are ten kings, which have 


* no kingdom as yet, but receive? power one 
« hour with the beaſt, theſe ſhall give their 
« ſtrength to the beaſt, theſe ſhall make war 
« with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhall over- 


come.“ © The ten horns ſhall hate the whore 


«© —and burn her with fire: © and the woman 
eis that great city which reigneth over the 


kings of the earth.” See chap. xvii. 16. 18. 
Then an angel from heaven proclaims “ Ba- 


e bylon the great is fallen;“ and gives a deſ- 
cription like that of the Aſſyrian Babylon, a 


type of this latter ſeat of tyranny ; and a voice 
- warns the faithful to come out of her, to avoid 


her ſin and puniſhment, Her riches, and the 
lamentations of her friends are {et forth in the 


reſt of the chapter, 


The three next chapters enter into a more 


minute detail of thoſe things which were but 
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juſt mentioned at the end of the firſt and ſe- 


cond viſions: the ſcene of the fourth chapter 


is again ſpoken of as preſent; Alleluias are 
lung for the judgment of Babylon; a voice 


from the throne ſays; © Praiſe our God,” 


and the multitude declare that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth, and proclaim the mar- 
riage of the Lamb, who is called ver. 13. the 
the word, or logos. He appears as con- 


queror from the defeat of the dragon, 


the beaſt, and the falſe prophet, which Paſt | 


two are caſt into the lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, Thouſands are with him in white, and 
the battle ſeems to be the ſame as that of Ar- 


mageddon; but a victory of truth over falſ- 


hood, not of men over men, as appears by 
the ſword of the perſon ſtiled King of Kings: 
for, as chap. i. it cometh out of his mouth, 
as the unclean ſpirits from the mouths of his 
enemies. Satan is bound for a thouſand years, 
_ chap. xx. while the judgment is ſet, and the 
ſaints reign with Chriſt on earth. This 1s the 
firſt reſurrection, which Mr. Mede underſtands 
of ſome ſtate of the Church, as yet on earth, 
and before the laſt day ; but in which the fins 
of men, and the righteous judgments of God 
ſhall be made known, and the latter juſtified 
in the ſight of men and angels. Then follows 
the laſt attempt of Satan, "and his final de- 
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| ſtruction, with _ Gog, &c.—and then the ge 


neral * reſurrection, and final ſentence of men: 
and angels. 
The laſt chapter introduces the Bride of 
the Lamb, She had been mentioned before, 
\, chap. xix. 8. as a woman: here ſhe appears: 
as the new Jeruſalem from heaven. The Apoſ- 
tle, raviſned in extaſy, and not knowing ho- 
to expreſs his gratitude to his kind inſtructor, 
falls at the feet of the angel, by whom he is. 
reproved for ſo doing. This circumſtance,. 
when mentioned, chap. xix. 10. I look upon. 
as an anticipation.** The whole narrative,. 


211. The applications of chen prophecies in the laſt. 
„century were ſo ridiculous, that we can hardly mention. 
the names, Gog and Magog, without laughing: but. 

: ſurely ſomething very ſerious is meant thereby, though 
» _ 1t is probably much too ſoon to guels at the meaning. 
5 _ All that the Scripture tells us, is, that Magog was one 
„ þ of the ſons of Japhet, and he is mentioned alſo in ſe- 
e N veral places as one of the northern nations: as for 
- | Gog, he is only named here, and in the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, chap. xxxvi. 

22. Both the Bride and the Bridegroom, the beaſt 
and the dragon, appear under various ſimilitudes: the 
not attending enough to this circumſtance has thrown: 
much obſcurity on the book of the Revelations, as- 
well as on the Prophecies of Daniel and others, See: 
the ſecond quotation from Hermas Paſtor, Note 19. 

23. So chap. xii, the woman's flight is mentioned 
thrice, The tenth verſe of the nineteenth chapter, 
ſhould, I think, be read as a parentheſis ; for it inter- 8 | 

CT | rupttes | 4 
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omitting that verſe, ends as 1 apprehend, chap; 
xxii. 6. Theſe words are faithful and true.“ 


After which the Apoſtle himſelf adds; And 


< the Lord God of the holy prophets ſent his 


* angel to ſhew unto his ſervants the things 


„ which muſt ſhortly be done,” + ſaying, Be- 
hold, I come quickly: bleſſed is he that 
00 keepeth the ſayings of the prophecy of this 


* book.” Here then, chap. xxii. 8. and not 
before, I apprehend, the Apoſtle's error and 
the Angel's reproof muſt be placed. Then 
follows, ver. 10. Seal not the prophecies— 
the time is at hand: even now they begin to 
be accompliſhed, let all obſerve them. © He 


that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill:“ i. e. 
ſpeaking prophetically, as in other places of 


feripture, he that is unjuſt will be unjuſt ſtill, 
he that is filthy / be filthy. Behold, I 
come quickly am Alpha and Omega— 
e Jeſus have ſent mine angel; one of the an- 
na N of God—t am the root and offspring; 


rupts the account of the appearance of the Bridegroom, 
Befides we can hardly ſuppoſe the Apoſtle to be twice 
guilty of the ſame error; and {till leſs, that the Angel 
{hould twice reprove him in the ſame gentle manner: 
but it might be proper twice to repeat the ſame tranſ- 
action, in order to enforce the neceſſary caution ; wiz. 
worſhip God:“ z. e. worſhip him alone. 

24. Many paſſages in Scripture require the inſertion 

of this word, ick. 


the 
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the firſt as God, the ſecond as man. Then 


follows the invitation of the Bride, and a cau- 


tion as to adding to, or taking from, the words 
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of the prophecy : and the whole concludes 


with—* The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


„ be with you all. Amen.” 


Though the plan I have here given has 
been ſeriouſly conſidered, and I believe it to 
be right upon the whole; yet the reaſon why 
I venture to recommend it, is chiefly becauſe 
I take it to be harmleſs, whether right or 


wrong, and hope it may be uſeful. The ſeem- 


ing confuſion in the book of the Revelations 
has often been complained of; it diſcourages 
unlearned readers: but this ſuppoſed confu- 
ſion is chiefly owing to the taking the whole 
for one ſucceſſion of events; here, I think it 
is removed, and a perſon of the ſmalleſt capa- 
city may lee, that the parts agree with one 
another, and will be able to compare the ſe- 


veral viſions : and thoſe who choole to conſult. 


commentators, will be the better able to un- 
derſtand them. They will fee that the whole 
is the hiſtory of Chriſt and his church, of his 
and her enemies, from the time of his birth 
to the concluſion of all things; that the firſt 
viſion of the two, Fatorum Imperii, relates to 
the antichriſtian empire; the ſecond, Fato- 
rum Eccleſiæ, to the Antichriſt, or ruler of that 
empire; and the third to its metropolis, the 
e myſtical 


5 . 
myſtical or ſymbolical Babylon ; and the laſt 
to the triumph of the Lamb, his marriage, 
and his reign upon earth: after which follow 
the reſurrection, the final ſentence on mankind 


and on the apoſtate dragon; and the kingdom 


of heaven when God ſhall be all in all. From 


which important objects, in which ourſelves | 


are concerned, as living under ſome one part 


of the ſixth trumpet, probably towards the F 


concluſion of the 1260 years, ſeveral uſeful 
conſiderations muſt ariſe; and ſeveral practi- 
cal duties and doctrines, leading thereto, may 
be learned; which ought to be the chief thing 
aimed at in all our ſtudies and endeavors. 
Firſt, ſeveral duties and doctrines leading 
to practice, may be learned from a general 
view of this book; before we examine each 
viſion by itſelf: and that which muſt imme- 
diately ſtrike us, is, the example of meekneſs, 
patience and humble ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, ſo finely expreſſed in the character of the 
Lamb, and of thoſe who are his: they are 
warned of the dangers they are to encounter, 
and called upon from the very beginning of 
theſe viſions, patiently to endure the ſufferings 
whereby their faith is to be tried. The time 
is at hand,” ſays the apoſtle, or rather the 
Divine Author fpeaking by his tongue; and 
ſo it was, for the perſecution already raged 


through the whole Roman empire, and the 
e 25 fiery | 
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ery trial, to which Chriſtians were to be 
more and more expoſed, made the exhor- 


tations of the firſt viſion extremely needful; 

for the near proſpect of deliverance by the 
deſtruction of the perſecuting enemies of 
Chriſt could not fail to be conſidered with 
ſome ſatisfaction, though compaſſion for a 
guilty world would check every the leaſt ten- 


dency towards inſulting over the wicked. 


The inſtructions of this divine revelation, the 


example of our bleſſed Saviour, the lives and 
doctrines of the primitive Chriſtians, all 
breathe a ſpirit very oppoſite to that of our 
modern enthuſiaſts. There is not a word 
through this whole book that any way encou- 


rages cruelty, or can any way warrant the ta- 


king up arms in defence of the faith. The 
: ſword of the great leader of the army of God 
is repreſented as coming out of his mouth, 
not placed in his hands as an inſtrument of 
' vengeance; and the ſame may be obſerved 
'F with regard to his two * witneſſes. 


When he appears as Michael, i. e. the ſimi- 


 litude of God, leading his angels to battle, 
the war is againſt Satan and his angels ; not 
2 againſt men, though his inſtruments: 3 rhe 
5 45 overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by. the word of their teſtimony, and 


a See App, NF, xvii, 
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which 


they ſought it not while on earth, and were 


expreſsly forbid any ſuch thought; ſo that we ö 
may be ſure, as before obſerved, that no more t 
is meant by this than by the blood of Abel, 


which is ſaid to cry unto God from the earth. 


The ſervants of God are ſealed, to ſhew what! 
maſter they ſerve, and to ſecure them from 
deſtruction; but no power is put into their“ 
hands, even for ſelf-deſence : the victory is 
won by patience, by faith, hope and charity, 

by the teſtimony of Jeſus, and the power of 
Chriſt. When the vintage is gathered, and the 
wine-preſs is trodden, it is by Chriſt alone, as 
ſays the prophet Ifaiah, chap. Ixiii, when the 
' ſervants of God are warned to come out of 
Babylon, to avoid partaking of her puniſh- |. 
ment, no power is given them to join in the |. 

execution of judgment: on the contrary, her |. 

deſtruction is plainly ſaid to be by thoſe that | 
firſt ſupported her in her tyranny ; fee chap. | 
xvii. 13. 16: ſo that what is ſaid chap. xviii. 6. 
© Reward her as ſhe rewarded you ;” muſt not! 
be conſidered as a command given to the ſer- | 
vants of God to be the executors of divine 
_ vengeance, they being no longer in the _ 
hs PEE OO off 


« they loved not their lives unto the death?» 

255 that all the victories obtained are 
by ſuffering, not by taking up arms. The 
ſouls under the altar are repreſented indeed as 
calling for vengeance : but it is well Known? 


1 7 
of action: but they are to be taken as a pro- 
phetical declaration, like that in Daniel; 
« Hew down the tree —-yet leave the root:“ 
which turn of ſpeech is frequent in ſcripture, 
| expreſſing as a command what is only a pro- 
- | | phecy. Wherever through this book judg- 
> | ment is ſaid to be executed, it is either by 
the hands of wicked men, or by God himſelf, 
„or by Chriſt and his miniſters in a miraculous 
manner: ſo that there is not the leaſt pre- 
' tence for any to take the ſword, or aſſume a 
character of ſeverity and ſtrict juſtice, which 
belongs not to ſinful creatures. We ſhall 
judge angels, ſays St. Paul of himſelf, and of 


y, | thoſe that, like him, were to lay down their 
df hives for the teſtimony of Jeſus: but all judg- 
e ment is committed to the Son; to him, who | 
as knew when on earth, and will know when on 4 


he | his throne, what was, and is in man: ſo that 

of his aſſeſſors having no ſuch knowledge, can- 

h- not pronounce ſentence themſelves, but onl 

he bear witneſs to the equity of that ſentence 

der which the righteous judge ſhall pronounce, _ 1 

1at | Some plead in defence of the violences com- [ 
mitted on account of religion, examples from | 

the Old Teſtament : but theſe, if ſeriouſly 

examined will warrant no ſuch concluſion, | 

Shall the ſpirit of meekneſs, charity, patience, | 

and humility, fo frequently inculcated through V 

* the Old as well as the New Teſtament, ow 
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ſo fully exemplified | in the life of our bleſſed 


Saviour, be ſer aſide at once, becauſe Elias in 


the book of Kings, and the two witneſſes 1n 
the Revelations, are allowed, [by the power 


of God, not their own power], to bring down 
fire from heaven? And ſhall we take the ſword 


unauthoriſed to revenge ourſelves, becauſe, in 


a parable or viſion, the ſaints are ſaid to re- 
Joice in the vengeance executed by God him- 


ſelf? Far be from Chriſtians ſuch a perverſe 
interpretation of the word of God ! No: let 
us conſider with admiration the harmony, the 


peace and joy, of the bleſſed inhabitants of 


heaven, and of the new Jeruſalem, and en- 


deavour to promote the ſame lovely diſpoſi- 


tions here below, that we may fit ourſelves 
to be with Chriſt one day in happinels ; and 


let us leave the reſt to God, to © Him . 18 


perfect in knowledge,” and whoſe mercies 


are infinite. According to the notions of ſome 


raſh but tender hearted enquirers, all created 


| beings are called to a degree of happineſs 


greatly ſuperior to the ſtate in which they 
«Cc 35 

are, or were created:“ others, both Papiſts 
and Proteſtants, with, I think, as little war- 
rant, confine ſalvation to themſelves alone : 


both, I preſume, go farther than they ought. 1 


When the Son of God, as Judge of the world, 
ſhall come to vindicate the gie 


| ; 


ivine attributes 1 
both of Juſtice and merey, may we not ſup- 


. 1 Fe 
poſe he will juſtly reproach thoſe who have 
thus ſet him forth as a rigorous auſtere mat- 
ter ? but may he not, on the other hand, as 


2 juſtly reprove thoſe who, under ſuch a pre- 
tence of benevolence, have dared to arraign 


his conduct, and to correct his word; nay, 


even to reject it; who will not truſt infinite 


goodneſs with the diſpoſal of thoſe * creatures 


which owe every moment of their exiſtence 
to his good pleaſure, unleſs he will inform 


them that every thing is to be according to 


their philoſophy ? The book of the Revela- 
tions teaches us to act in a very different man- 
ner from theſe men; without raſhly pronounc- 
ing las to the mercy or juſtice of Almighty 
> God, we learn to fear and to love; it ſets 
forth the wiſdom and goodneſs of our Crea- 
tor, the meekneſs and tender love of the 
Lamb lain, in the moſt beautiful and affect- 
ing manner; but it ſets before us alſo that 
Lamb in his character of Judge; with ſtrong 
expreſſions of his heavy wrath, and it ſpeaks 
of the juſtice, truth, purity and equity of his 
judgment as being irreſiſtible ; ſo that whilſt 
we know thereby the power of his arm, and 
learn to fear him that can deſtroy both ſoul 
and body in hell, it teaches us to love him 
Vith the molt tender affection, and to reve- 


Abt. Ne, 19, b Ibid, No. 16. 


rence 
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rence him with the deepeſt ſenſe of ads; 
and joyfully to embrace every occaſion of 


_ expreſſing by our actions, or by ſuffering for | f 


his ſake, how highly we value the privilege 
of being called by his name, 
Second duty. Another virtue taught us 
by a general view of the things contained in 
this book is vigilance, We are apt to conſider 
this revelation as an account of things to hap- 
en ſometime or other, towards the end of the 
world, which is to come we know not when, 
but, which concern not us. This 1s the way 
in which moſt men conſider theſe things; and 
therefore if they read theſe prophecies at all, 


it is with the utmoſt unconcern and inatten- 4 | 
tion: but ſuch men are ſurely very much 


miſtaken. The prophecy is concerning things 


that have been, that are, and that are to 


I 8 
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come; it takes in all times from the birth of t. 


that * child, who, under different ſimilitudes, 


is the great object here ſet before us; it gives 
an account of events happening in ſucceſſion, 


occupying a long courſe of years, but all con- | 
curring to one great end, the triumph of the 
Meſſiah; and, as the conſequence of that, to 
the final recompence of the wicked and the 
Juſt, after a ſtate of trial in which all muſt! 
have a ſhare. We are warned of the coming | 
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of Chriſt as a thief in the night; and as the 


preciſe time was never told, and yet all ages 
have ſeen ſome or other of the events prepa- 
ratory to his coming; all have been, and are, 
ſtrictly required to © watch ;” and © ſo much 
„the more as we ſee the day approaching.” 
Conſider the ſtate of the Chriſtian church 


before the edict of Diocleſian, when they had 


begun to taſte the ſweets of quiet and repoſe : 
conſider the ſtate of the Roman empire be- 
fore the northern nations began to ſettle them - 
ſelves in it as conquerors : conſider our own 
iſland at different periods, viz. before its ſub- 


jection to the Romans, the Saxons, Danes 
and Normans : conſider the amazement of 


the Americans when the Europeans landed 
on their coaſts; the ſtate of the Eaſt and 
Africa, when overwhelmed by the Mahome- 
tan power, and afterwards by that of the 
Tartars: what has happened to others, may 


happen to us, however ſecure we think our- 
ſelves. Conſider the ſtate of this church when 


Henry the eighth began his tyrannical uſurpa- 


tions; that of the Proteſtant church when 


l Mary came to the throne; that of all Eng- 


land at the Great Rebellion. We are ſome- 


times too apt to frighten ourſelves with need- 


leſs terrors, and yet are ever wanting in true 


\ Chriſtian vigilance, which is always on the 
watch, but always calm and ſerene; ever 


D 2 Joined 
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joined with true Chriſtian fortitude, with hope 
and confidence in him who is able to ſave 
thoſe who truſt in him. We know not pre- 
cifely in what point of theſe prophecies we 
are placed; but we know ſome part of the 
viſion is even now accompliſhing. A trial we 
muſt undergo, and we know not how ſevere: | 
the mark of the * beaſt, his name, his num- | 
ber, his worſhip we muſt diſown : it concerns | 
4, as well as thoſe that ſhall be in the very}. 
laſt times, to avoid the infection as far as poſ- 
ſible. And the leſs we know how to diſtin-| 


ouiſh it from other ſins, the more watchful 


moment | 


Third Duty. Next to this meek and hum-t 
ble ſpirit, to this fear and watchfulneſs, no- 
thing 1s ſo frequently inculcated through the} 
whole book of the Revelations, as patience, 
courage and ſteady perſeverance z nothing is 
ſo continually ſet before our eyes as perſecu- 


tions even unto death: the example of the 


firſt martyrs, the ſufferings of our bleſſed 
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thou!d we be to avoid all ſin. The firſt Chriſ- 
tians, who guarded only againſt the danger 
from perſecution, found themſelves deſtroyed 
by proſperity ; and we who are ſunk in indo- 7 
| lence, may one day be rouſed by adverſity. * 

; May we be found Prepared and ready at aj? 
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Saviour, are mentioned to encourage us; not 
as a matter of ſorrow, but of triumph: ane 
muſt be ſunk in the loweſt ſtate of inſenſibi- 
lity not to be in ſome degree animated by the 


noble army of martyrs, and by the love of 


« him who firſt loved us, and waſhed us from 


„our fins in his own blood.” ch. 1. 5. But 
ſtill our affections remain cold, ſo long as we 


conſider ourſelves, which we are apt to do, as 


in a ſtate of ſecurity, and think thoſe ſevere 


trials here ſpoken of are already paſt, or not 
yet to come: our courage as well as our vi- 
gilance is too apt to ſlumber. The viſion of 
the locuſts and of the horſemen was probably 
as little attended to in former times, as the 
concealed ſtate of the church, and the preach- 
ing of the two witneſſes, is now: Till we ſee 


the ſeas run with blood, and the heavens on 
fire, we think all is ſafe, and ſcarce ſpare an 


hour to conſider what theſe things mean, or 
to what we may be called. Any perſon that 
reads the book of Revelations calmly. and 


with that child-like ſimplicity fo neceſſary to 


the right underſtanding the word of God, 
will fee that it takes in one continued chain 


of events, in which all times, all nations, are 
concerned : all are in a ſtate of trial ; though 


the trial may be more ſevere towards the 
concluſion, as it was certainly more ſevere at 
the beginning, than now. We know not when 
„„ e the 


42 if 


the reign of Antichriſt will end, but we have 


_ reaſon to ſuppoſe it is begun: we know that 


we have a part to act, and that it is the part 


of a ſoldier, inliſted under the banner of 


Chriſt, whoſe mark we received at our bap- 
tiſm, whoſe white garment of righteouſneſs 
we then put on, and muſt keep it undefiled : 


ſuch is our ſituation. We are actually called 


to fight, if not with the terrors of the world, 
yet with its bad examples, its ſcoffs and deri- 
ſion, its falſe maxims and contempt of honeſt 
{ſimplicity : and hard is the taſk in theſe 
things ſo to reſiſt as to overcome. How far 
our patience, courage, and perſeverance may 
be tried we know not, but 1t concerns us to 
prepare ourſelves and be ready; and, by tak- 


ing cheerfully every opportunity of exerciſ- 
ing thoſe virtues, endeavour to render them 


in ſome degree habitual, I am ſenſible pa- 
tience is not now a virtue in faſhion : to riſe 
vp at the leaſt provocation is dignified with 
the name of courage: but this is not the 
courage taught us in the Goſpel, nor is there 
one inſtance of it 1n this book: to lay down 
our lives for the truth, is the proof required 


of our love and conſtancy ; and the patience 3 
of ſaints is the thing every where ſpoken of : 


See chap. xiv. 12. "There is indeed mention 
of ſome miraculous powers given to the * two 
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witneſſes, a fire proceeding from their mouths: 
but, becauſe we cannot be certain who theſe 
witneſſes are, it is clearly a ſpiritual power 


that is meant; for, as to contending with the 
beaſt, their own deſtruction 1s the event; even 


though ſelf-defence is the moſt they can be 


{ſuppoſed to have undertaken, and that only 


when attacked, 
Fourth Duty, If then the book of the Re. 
velations breathes nothing but Chriſtian meek- 


neſs, humilicy and patience ; another advan- 
tage to be reaped from it is, the underſtand. 
ing ſeveral paſſages of Scripture, ſome of 


which have molt ſhamefully been miſappliedʒ; 
eſpecially of the Old Teſtament, which it is 
our duty ſtill to ſtudy, but ſo as the diſciples 
of Chriſt; «comparing ſpiritual things with 
* ſpiritual. What right have we to apply to 
the church of Chriſt the commands for de- 
| ftroying the enemies of Jehovah, when, even 
going on to the final victory of Chriſt, we 


find no alluſion to any foch commands ? 
What kingdom can we expect but that which 
is to be purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt; and 


by our own, if we ſhall be accounted worthy 
to ſhare in his ſufferings? and what can pro- 


voke us to hate or perſecute any fellow-crea- 


ture merely for differing from us in opinion, 


when we ſee the wrath of God poured out 
upon none but the preſumptuous oppolers of 


his 
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his will, or ſuch whoſe vicious lives make 


them unfit, as well as unworthy, to partake 
of eternal happineſs ? 

Fifthly. Another doctrine and duty taught 
through this book, is the doctrine of free-will, 
and its conſequent, viz. a diligent application 
to the performance of our duty. There 1s not 
a word throughout this whole book of Elec- 
tion or Reprobattion : they which are ſealed 
in order to their being preſerved in the midſt 
of the diſtreſſes of the three woes, had no 
need of ſuch a ſeal, if elected and predeſti- 
nated from the foundation of the world: they 
that are puniſhed as wearing the mark of the 


beaſt, are not ſaid to be puniſhed in conſe- 


quence of an immutable decree, but on ac- 
count of their own perverſe choice; the mark 


1s not put on them, but they willingly receive 


it. The bock in which the names of the juſt 
are written, is not an irreverſible decree; for 
their names may be blotted out, chap. iii. 5. 
the puniſhment prepared for the wicked is 
not inevitable, for they are every where called 
to repentance and their obſtinate perverſe- 
neſs is lamented here as in other places of 
Scripture; they are warned of the dangers 
that ſurround them, of the temptations to 
which they will be expoſed: and what can 
a tender parent do more without abſolutely 


retraining the will? the conſequence of which | 
would 7 
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would be a forced obedience, unworthy of 


our great Creator, who requires our love, our 
gratitude, and a willing compliance with his 
righteous commands. 


Sixthly. The unity of that God we are to 


worſhip, is alſo a doctrine every where ſtrongly 
expreſſed ; though the Lamb flain and the 
triumphant Meſſiah is always conſidered as 


partaking in every act of adoration. The 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs of the incom- 


prehenſible Deity are ſet forth and acknow- 
ledged by the moſt ſublime expreſſions of 
worſhip, praiſe and thankſgiving; and we 
are taught with what diſpoſitions we muſt 
appear before the throne of God, by the 
unity of one voice, from one multitude of 
men and angels ; by the white garment which 
is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and by the 
palm, which is the known emblem of victory: 


which victory neceſſarily implies a ſtate of trial 
and conflict, and of hope and confidence placed 


in Him who is mighty to ſave. Our love, our 
admiration, our faith and obedience are never 
divided between two objects, nor our grati- 
tude made an occaſion of tempting us to 
miſapply our outward expreſſions of praiſe 
and adoration : the virgin multitude are firſt 
fruits to God and the Lamb : his name, and 
the name of his father, are the name of God, 
the one name, written in their foreheads: and 
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it is before the throne of the one true God 3 
that they are found blameleſs through the 


blood of Chriſt ; he that made heaven and 


earth is mentioned always in the ſingular 
number: the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jeſus are ſet down as one and the 


ſame: the wrath of God and the wrath of 


the Lamb are to be feared and conſidered as 


one: the God of heaven, the God omnipo- 


tent, the Creator of heaven and earth, is every 
where mentioned as One ſupreme; though 
| the * throne is the throne of God and of the 


Lamb; and though God and the Lamb are 


Jointly ſaid to be the li ght and the temple, of 
the new Jeruſalem. The word, © it is done,” |: 
is indeed ſolemnly pronounced by him wo 
gives the living water, i. e. Chriſt, ch. xxi. 6. 
but the ſame is proclaimed by the voice from 


the throne, ch, xvi. 17. the © tears are wiped 


away by God, mou the Lamb 18 he that 


. Compare Rev. vii. 17. * xxi. 4. with Iſai. 
xxv. 8. which is the only place where the ſame ex- 
preſſion, of wiping tears from all Faces, is uſed ; and 
you will find that he who wipes them is Adoni Jeho- 
vah ; that © he will take away the rebuke of his peo. 
; that © he will ſwallow up death in victory;“ 


te will fave us:“ will deſtroy the“ vail, or covering, 
over ail nations :” that Iſrael ſhall ſay, % we have 
** waited for him, and he will fave us“ -“ this is Je- 
& hovah”—as Jacob their father had ſaid,“ I have wait- 


a Ape, Ne. 12. 
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comforts the faithful multitude : the angel is 
ſent by God, though Jeſus ſends him: in 
ſhort, God is all in all, in the preſent ſtate of 


things, as truly as he will be when the media- 
torial kingdom will be at an end. 


Scventhly. If faith in One God is here ſet 


forth in the moſt expreſſive words, faith in 


the One Mediator is likewiſe moſt ſtrongly > 


inculcated; and we are taught that“ no other 
ce name is given under heaven but the name 
« of Jeſus, whereby we mult be ſaved.” The 
ſaints are repreſented as our fellow- ſervants, the 
angels as miniſtering ſpirits: but not the leaſt 
word is here to encourage any one to aſk their 


alliſtance, or hope in their interceſſions, Should 
vue even ſuppoſe, as ſome writers of the church 


2: e&4 for thy ſalvation, oh Jehovah!“ Gen. xlix, 18. 
and laſtly, we ſhall find what is here ſaid, to be under. 
| ſtood by St. Paul of Chriſt if we compare theſe paſſages 
” with 1 Cor. xv. 54. 


Compare alſo what is ſaid Rev; xvii. and xviii. with 


Iſaiah xxvi. 50. concerning a fort or city laid low. 
Perhaps likewiſe the | invitation, * enter into thy cham- 
 * bers—hide thyſelf—till the indignation,” &c.,—— 
ver. 20. may as well be conſidered as addreſſed to the 
woman in the wilderneſs (Ia de/olee, as in a Fr. tranſla- 
tion, or deſolate woman, mentioned Iſaiah vi. 12. in 
- outs a great forſaking) as to the faithful departed, who 
E 25 only one part of the church. See alſo Iſaiah xxvii. 


3. Kc. all which, though literally fulfilled, may have 


| l 138 meaning, reſpecting the church, its enemies 
and its falſe friends, 


_ of 


E 


of Rome would have us, that the angel to 


whom is“ given much incenſe, chap. viii. 3. 


ce that he ſhould offer it with the prayers of 


<« ſaints,” is not Chriſt, but a miniſtering an- 
gel; it would only ſhew that the angels may 


act in heaven the ſame part the elders are 


ſaid to do, and unite their prayers to thoſe of 
the church militant, ſupplicating for, as well 
as aſſiſting her, in her {tate of trial: but this 


will in no way warrant any one to pray to an- 
gels or the ſaints departed, or to addreſs them 
as preſent; which no created being can be 
ſuppoſed to be in ſo many places : at once. 
Thou that heareſt the prayer, to thee ſhall “ 
all fleſh come,” ſays David: * Thou, even 
e thou only, knoweſt the hearts of all the 


« children of men,” ſays Solomon, at the de- 
dication of the Temple, beſeeching Jehovah 


to hear at all times, and in all places, the 


prayers of his people; prayers directed, in- 


deed, toward that temple which was the 


image of Chriſt, but acknowledging at the 
ſame time the omnipreſence of God, and de- 
claring it to be, like his other attributes, in- 


communicable: and, in ſhort, we are told in | 
_ expreſs words, and thoſe words twice repeated, 
from the mouth of an angel of Chriſt, to | 


worſhip God, and not to offer to a created be- 
Ing any religious worſhip whatever. 


Arr. Ns. z. 
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Eighthly. Temperance, purity of heart and 


and of all mankind, are virtues alſo every 
where ſet forth in this book. All temporal 
ſatisfactions are placed on one fide, and the 
love of Chriſt on the other, and no choice is 
left, but to take up the crols, or deny the teſ- 
timony of Jeſus : hence 1 cannot help draw- 
ing an argument, which may feem at firſt 
ſight far-tetched, and that is, againſt the 
ſhocking practice of ſelf- murder, ſo com- 
mon in theſe days; bur which the law of 
God, as ſet forth in theſe prophecies, will be 
found fully to condemn. Some have been 12 
enough to aſſert, that the putting an end to 

one's own lite is no where forbidden 1 1 the holy 
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of parricide had no laws to puniſh it, becauſe it 
was a crime too horrid to be thought poſſible: 
js 1t not ſufficient that we are commanded to 
bear with patience the ſevereſt trials? * to 


26. The argument here ſet down againſt ſuicide I 
beg the reader to conſider, for it is ſolid, though per- 
haps in ſome reſpects new. It is not taken from the 
Apocalypſe only, for the whole New Teſtament is full 
of exhortations to patient ſuffering all things, with 


for the Old Teſtament, St. Paul bas given us, (Heb, xi.) 

a liſt of its worthies, who not only fought, but ſuffered 

tor the truth, and bore the reproach of Chriſt. They 
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affections, ſelf-denial, and the love of God 


ſcriptures: but what if it were not? the crime 


threats againſt thoſe who ſhall deny their Lord: and as 


— * * 
wa — — —_ — — 
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forſake all things, and to follow Chriſt; to 


reſiſt even unto death? It is ſuppoſing Al- 


mighty God to be a cruel being, and one that 


takes pleaſure in the ſufferings of his crea- 


tures, to imagine that, without any cauſe, he 


| ſhould require his ſervants to ſubmit to pri- 
| ſons, racks, and the moſt cruel deaths, not 


ſuffering them to free themſelves by ſo eaſy a 
method as a knife or an halter. Why do you 
not diſpatch yourſelves, you wretches, if 


death is your choice?“ was the reproach of 
the heathen magiſtrate, when the Chriſtians 
came rejoicing to his tribunal, to receive ſen- 
tence of death : yet none of them followed 
his advice, not having found out that the 
_ ſcriptures authoriſed them by ſo ready a me- 


thod to eſcape the terrors of perſecution, Cer- 
tainly if we conſider the ſtate of Chriſtians in 


this world for the firſt 300 years, we cannot 
think the faith which they were required to 


profeſs even in the midſt of torments, was a 
point of little conſequence; nor obedience to 
the will of God, (which commands us to ſut- 


did it, ſays he, that they might obtain a better reſur- 
rection: better than that of the perſons before men- 
tioned as raiſed to life again in this world, by miracle; 
even the promiſe, the reſurrection to life eternal by the 
Holy Spirit of promiſe, which they without us, (viz. 
us Chriſtians) did not receive: nor could they without 


us be made perfect. See Heb. xi. laſt verſe. 5 
fer 
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- ſeveral paſſages in St. Paul, and our Saviour's laſt pro- 
' phecy; all receive great light by being compared with 


1 


ter the loſs of all things without quitting our 
appointed ſtation) to be a thing which we 


may diſpenſe with at our pleaſure, whenever 


life becomes a burden, or our impatience 
makes us willing careleſsly to throw it from 


us, Theſe are a few of the inſtructions which 


a general view of theſe prophecies naturally 
ſuggeſts, to direct our practice: but let us 


take a more particular view of them with the 


ſame intention; beginning with the firſt viſion, 
contained 1n the three firſt * chapters. 


There. is a connection here of the com- 
mands given to each one of the ſeven churches, 


with the other parts of the Revelation, and 5 
with the deſcription of the perſon that ſpeaks: 


but there is another thing common to them 


all, which is, the expreſſion — He that hath 


25. One very conſiderable uſe to be made of theſe 


prophecies I have only juſt touched upon, p. 43, though 
much might be ſaid: but Iomitted it on purpoſe, well 


knowing my own incapacity to undertake the taſk of 


enquiring into it: I mean the advantages to be here 
found for explaining the other parts of ſcripture. Some 
of the prophecies of Ezekiel, Daniel, and others; the 


prophecies of Moſes, concerning the people of God; 


the words of St. John in the Revelations. The ſame 


may be ſaid as to the patriarchal types, and the cere- 
monies of the Jewiſh worſhip. Some abler hand will, 
q | hope, one day ſupply this, and many other things 
| here wanting. 
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* an ear,“ that is, Who is attentive and obe- 
dient, See Levit. viii. 23. and Pſ. xl. 6. © let 
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« him: hear what the ſpirit ſaith unto the 
* churches;” in the plural number. 

Here we are to take notice of the firſt re- 
quiſite towards underſtanding the ſcriptures, 


and eſpecially the myſteries of this book, viz. 


that child. like ſimplicity mentioned by our 


bleſſed Saviour; * except ye be converted and 
become as little children, ye cannot enter 


« into the kingdom of God;“ i. e. ye will not 


embrace the doctrines of the goſpel. We are 


alſo to underſtand that the exhortations given 


to theſe ſeven churches, are not given to them 
alone, but to a//; the number ſeven ſtanding | 
here, as in other places of ſcripture, for ful. 
neſs; that which is complete, perfect. What 


WI fay unto you, I ſay unto all; watch.” 


Let us therefore conſider what is particu- | | 
larly to be learnt from each particular com- 
mand given: and firſt, as to the church of Þ 


Epheſus. * I know thy works, thy labour, 
thy patience :” the firſt is probably to be 


underſtood of works of mercy ; the ſecond of þ 


zeal for the converſion of others; the third 


of patience in perſecutions, and the foriaking Þ 


all worldly comforts for the word of God. In 


the firſt, perhaps, we may claim ſome merit, 
for glory, not ſhame, at this time, is allowed 


to attend charity and benevolence : yet ſhould 
e 
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we, like ſome of che primitive Chriſtians, ſell 


all to feed the poor, we ſhould certainly ex- 
poſe ourſelves to contempt ; or ſhould we, like 
them, ſubje& ourſelves to the horrors of a pri- 


ſon, to relieve the wants of our fellow-crea- 
\ tures, or ſell ourſelves as ſlaves to redeem 
them from * captivity ; 1 fear we ſhould find 
\ ourſelves even reproached for ſo doing. Per- 
haps the times in which we live, and the dif- 
ference of circumſtances make leſs to be re- 
- quired of us; but let us at leaſt conſider with 
. reverence even thoſe pious exceſles, as we are 
willing to call them, and which in ſome caſes 
they really were, and let us bluſh to think 
| how little of our conveniencies, of even our 
ſuperfluities, we ſacrifice to the relief of our 
” fellow-chriſtians; and yet how ready we are 
do pride ourſelves in our imaginary bene vo- 
lence; in kind thoughts and tender expreſ- 
ſions of our feelings for others, which our 
works moſt commonly come ſhort of. 

As for zeal; I mean not to perſuade any 
to follow the motions of enthuſiaſm, and turn 
preachers of the Goſpel, unſent : but how 
many that have undertaken the office careleſsly 
neglect it! how many, who as parents, as 
| maſters, ought to inſtruct the perſons com- 


28. Paulinus Biſhop of Nola, is ſaid to have ſold 
| himſelf as a ſlave, to redeem the ſon of a poor widow. 
5 | 85 LF. N mitted 
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mitted to their care give themſelves no con- 
cern about it! How few, even in common 
| converſation, dare open their mouths in de- 


fence of morality, of religion, of the reputa- 


tion or the intereſts of the oppreſſed ! How 


often do we facrifice our duty to falſe ſhame , 
and bluſh to ſeem what we ought to be ! 


Should perſecution come unexpectedly upon | 
ſuch Chriſtians as we are, alas! © what fleſh Þ 


„ ſhould be faved !” Mark xii. 20. 
If we ſeek for patience and meek forbear- 


ance, where ſhall it be found? in private? 
Do not children forſake their parents, and 
wives their huſbands, upon the ſlighteſt occa- 
ſions of complaint? Are not the poor encou- 
raged to riſe againſt the rich, ſervants againſt 


their maſters, ſubjects againſt their princes, 


manufacturers againſt thoſe that employ them; 
all, to ſeek redreſs without law or Juſtice ? 


When ſteadineſs in their duty and meekneſs 
in behaviour would much ſooner procure re- 
lief. Should the religion of ſuch impatient 
ſufferers be one day attacked by open violence, 
what would be the event? Let us therefore 
learn one thing from the church of Epheſus, 
and that is, to repent: let us look back to 


: the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, and, if we do 


not live as they lived, let us think at leaſt as 
they thought ; and, while. we enjoy ſo freely 
the good things of this world, be thankful for 

what 
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1 
what we enjoy, and be ready to ſacrifice, even 
at a moment's warning, whatever may come 
in competition with nr duty; and let us ſe- 
riouſly lament our abuſe of that leiſure, thoſe 
pleaſures we fo freely enjoy, and thoſe riches 


committed to our care. 
From the church of Smyrna and her bi." 


| ſhop, ſuppoſed to be the bleſſed Polycarp, we 


not only learn courage to ſupport us in our 
Chriſtian warfare, but we ſee, ver, 10. to what 
purpoſe we are ſent into the world; and of 
how little account before God are all the ad- 
vantages of this life: be faithful unto death, 


and I will give thee a crown of life :” this, 
and this alone, is the reward ſet before this 


one, of all the ſeven the moſt perfect. I know, 
> ſaith Chriſt to this biſhop and his flock, thy 
poverty: but thou art rich. What then? 
What is their reward? This; the moſt glori- 
ous and deſirable; that they ſhall be accounted 
worthy. to ſuffer for his name. © Some ſhall 
| © be caſt into priſon, that ye may be tried; 
and ye ſhall have tribulation ten days: fear 
none of theſe things.” 


From the church of Pergamus we may 


learn to be humble, even after we have been 
tried and come off c victory; and not to 
ſuppoſe (a thing I fear too common) that, be- 
cauſe our outward actions are right, we may 

; think as we pleaſe, God Juſtly requires the 


ſubmiſſion 


1 


ſubmiſſion of our underſtandings to his wiſ- 
dom, as well as the obedience of our actions 


to his will; our ſtate of trial includes both: 


and the truths of Chriſtianity coſt the lives 


of more Chriſtians, than its moral duties ; 


however perfectly theſe were alſo performed. 


In vain do we pretend to practiſe what our 


Saviour has commanded, if we are wilfully 
ignorant of, or proudly deny, the doctrines 


he has taught. The reproach of Chriſt to this 


church for ſuffering falſe doctrines to ſpread, 
and his hatred declared againſt ſuch, ſuffi- 
cTiently ſhew that theſe things are not ſo indif- 
ferent as men are willing at this time to think. 


If our faith and hope are weak, our love and 


obedience, I fear, would fail in the day of trial; 
even as our faith will be found of no avail, 


if not ſupported by good works. 
By the warning to the church of Thyative, 


| (whoſe praiſe as to ſome things is ſo ſtrongly 
ſet forth) and that for faults which may ſeem 


to us excuſable, we may learn the ſevere jul- 


tice of Almighty God, which we ſeem now no 


longer to conſider as one of his attributes: we 
forget the words of our SEvI_Ur, Luk. 23. 31. 


referred to by St. Peter“ if the righteous 
_ «ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly 


«and finners appear?“ 1 Pet. 4. 18. We for- 
get chat Chriſt, when he ſaved ſinners, did it 


by 
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1 . 
by a life of ſufferings and a death of torture; 
that ſuffering is the lot of all men, however 
righteous they may appear: from all which 
we might conclude that juſtice requires it, re- 
quires that fin ſhould be puniſhed ; unleſs, as 
already obſerved, we will ſuppoſe the Deity 


| to afflict willingly, and delight in the ſuffer- 
\ ings of his creatures. There is ſomething 


plauſible in the reaſonings of thoſe philoſo- 


pphers, who allow of no puniſhments but in 
order to correction: but how then ſhall we 
account for the ſufferings of Chriſt; for the 
\ unequal diſtribution of happineſs and miſery ; 
and for the conſtancy required of martyrs in 
the confeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, even in 
the midſt of the moſt ſevere tortures ? If pu- 
= niſhment is only intended in order to amend, 
why 1s it not inflicted on every ſinner now, 
till the deſired effect is produced? Can it be 

a pleaſure to divine goodneſs, to ſee creatures 
deſtined for future happineſs going on more 
and more to render themſelves unfit for it; or 
to ſee his obedient, penitent ſervants ſuffer 
for his ſake, if juſtice requires no atone- 
ment? N 


From the ange! of the church of Sardis we 


learn how odious to God is an outward falſe 
appearance of ſanctity; and how greatly we 
may be miſtaken in our judgment as to our- 


: ſelves 


4206-1: 1 
ſelves and others, when, in a time of ſuch 
zeal and fervency, of ſuch trials and ſufferings, 
7 - one might ſeem to be alive, and yet be dead 
| . in treſpaſſes. Be watchful and ſtrengthen 
* « the things which remain, that are ready to 
die,“ are words which ſhew on the one hand | 
the tender mercies of God, not willing that! 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
5 repentance; and on the other, what care and 
Ul attention is required, leſt, when we think our- « 
VS! ſelves moſt ſecure of a reward, we fail in the i 
hour of temptation; which, as a thief, ſhall . 

come when we the leaſt expect A | 
In the church of Philadelphia, weak, yet! 
faithful, we ſee an example of the tender care | + 
of the divine Providence, and its attention to- 
every little ſign of goodneſs : © Thou haſt a |” 
Fa little ſtrength, haſt not denied my name; 
391 | © (therefore) I have loved thee,” even imper- 8 
bY: fect as thou art, ſaith he that is holy and I ti 
true: © thou haſt kept the word of my pa- ei 
ce tjence, and I will keep thee from the hour tc 
of temptation.” Such is the kindneſs and Þ « 
long ſuffering of our God! and can we fear Þ fr 

o place entire confidence in ſo generous a 
e ach ought we not even to rejoice at Þ in 
every the leaſt occaſion of expreſſing our love tic 
and grateful acknowledgements of his mercy ? Fra 
Laſtly, in the church of Laodicea is ſet Þpa 
forth the wretched ſtate of a lukewarm indif- Flar 
ference $8 
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ference for religion; by which we loſe the 


pleaſures this world might give, (though in- 


deed but for a moment) to engage ourſelves 
in a ſtate of labour and abſtinence; and yet 
| forfeit the reward of our endeavours by in- 
dulging ſloth and ſelf-confidence. How odi- 
\ ous ſuch a- ſtate (a ſtate alas! now too com- 
mon) is to our Almighty Creator, we muſt 
| ſee by the ſtrong expreſſions uſed; thou art 
© wretched—poor and blind 
indeed: yet, do not deſpair, but riſe ; © be 
| «© zealous and repent ;” for I chaſten thoſe I 
love: 
: « to him that overcometh will I grant to fit 
with me in my throne, even as I alſo over- 


—moſt truly fo 
<« I ſtand at the door and knock; and 


„came and am ſet down with my Father in 


'P his throne.” 


He that hath an ear, let kim hear what tha : 


5 Spirit ſaith unto the churches, i. e. to Chriſ- 
tians, in all times, in all places; 
every one of us: and may we liſten even now 
to © the things which belong to our peace, 
d leſt the day come when they ſhall be hid” 


from us. 


to us, to 


Such are the various inſtructions contained 


in the firſt Viſion, which is a ſort of introduc- 
tion to thoſe that follow; though wholly de- 
tached from them. We come now to that 
part of the Revelation which more particu- 

185 NW to the run laid down by Mr. 
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Mede, which is here altered, with a view to 
make it more plain and intelligible. 


It has been already obſerved that the two 
concurring viſions, chapters fourth and fol- 


lowing, are introduced by a deſcription of 


the ſcene of action; in which the. glorious 
ſymbol of the Divine Preſence is deſcribed, 
as it appeared at mount Sinai, and upon other 


occaſions, particularly (though poſſibly with 


ſome alteration) in the viſions of the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, and that of Iſaiah chap. vi. 
The lightenings, the thunders, the voice of 
the trumpet, are mentioned here as in the xxth 
of Exodus ; and the intention is the ſame as 
with regard to the children of Iſrael, viz. to 


ſet forth the terrors of Jehovah, and convince | 
us how impoſſible it is to approach an offended }* 
Deity without the interpoſition of a mediator, 


The Iſraelites were ſoon convinced of it: 
they aſked, and obtained the promiſe of, a 
prophet who in meckneſs ſhould ſpeak to 
thew, and be to them in the place of God. 
In like manner here we find the Apoſtle con- 


founded at the glorious appearance, and all 


creatures in heaven and earth afraid even to 


look upon the book; . e. to inquire into the] 


wiſdom and juſtice of the Divine Providence: 


and immediately the Lamb flain is introduced | 


a See Arr. No. 25 4+ 


ſtanding 
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landing in the midſt, between the * throne, 
and the elders and the multitude ſurrounding 
it, to act the part of a mediator, &c. and de- 
K | clare the will of God. Here therefore let us 
learn with what awful reverence the throne 
d 8 God is to be approached, before which 
even angels cover their faces: here let us 
weep with the Apoſtle for thoſe offences 


ler 

7 þ which forbid us even to lift up our eyes to 

ith 
heaven: and here let us fall down with the 

ro- : 

71 elders who caſt themſelves and their crowns 


of before him that ſitteth on the throne, and ac 
1 that we have nothing that we have 


th Þ 
s not received, and that glory and praiſe belong 
> AS io 

to to him alone who created all things, and for 
of! ': © whoſe pleaſure they are and were created.” 


It is in vain for us to enter into philoſophical 

ded | i 
; diſputes, or aſk why God created us; or why 
mankind was ſuffered to exiſt, if we are in a 
- a fallen degenerate ſtate ? Such ſpeculations are 
> || cndleſs, and waſte our time and the vigour 
of our minds to no purpoſe : We are called 
to action, the will of God is the law we are 
| | commanded to perform, and therefore that 
J all 3 11 * 4 . 
will is fer before us as the cauſe of our exiſtence; 


the! ſubmiſſion and conformity to it being the 
e only means, as well as the condition, of our 
ned happineſs here and hereafter. Thus humbled 
before the awful preſence of our God. we are 
| . See APP. No. 12. | 
dir | | 3 0 
18 | F 8 
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f comforted, our tears are wiped away, and we 


are called to look towards the Lamb as ſlain 
for us from the foundation of the world : he 


1s deſcribed to us under ſeveral characters; he 


is—the Lamb ſlain ; the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda; the Root of David the Offspring of 
David alſo: he 1s ſlain as a propitiation ; has 
redeemed us by his blood; has ſeven horns, 
as poſſeſſed of all the powers of the Godhead; 
ſeven eyes, as partaker with the Sitter on the 
Throne, of the Omniſcience of the Deity: he 


ſtands in the midſt as a ſacrifice, as a media- 


tor, as a prophet to declare the will of God, 
as alone worthy to be joined with him that 
ſitteth on the throne in one act of praiſe and 
adoration. As the Lamb therefore, let us 
truſt in his all- ſufficient ſacrifice; as the Lion, 
let us fear to offend him; as the Root of 
David, let us conſider him planning the gra- 
cious method of our ſalvation; and as the 


Offspring of David, let us conſider him hum- 


bling himſelf ſo fer as to aſſume our frail na- 
ture, Fand ſuffering here on earth that we may 


reign in heaven. Conſidering him as ſlain, let 
us bluſh for thoſe ſins which he died to expi- 
ate; as a Redeemer, let us rejoice, for the 


glorious hope he has ſet before us As poſ- 
ſeſſed of Omnipotence, he is able to ſave all 
that truſt in him” as the wiſdom of God, 


to guide us, and to protect us in all dangers 
by 
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by his Providence. As a ſacrifice he has at- 


toned for our tranſgreflions, and “ blotted 


« out the hand-writing that was againſt us:“ 
as a Mediator, he has brought us near unto 


« God:” as a Prophet, he has declared to us 
our duty: and as united by the * ſevenfold 
gifts of the Spirit to him that ſitteth on the 
_ throne, he is become the object of our wor— 


ſhip and adoration ; for ſuch, whatever be his 


title to it, he is here declared to be, The 


book is deſcribed as a roll, a ſeventh part cf 
which each ſeal contains, but in ſuch a man- 


ner that they can only be opened in a regular 
ſucceſſion, the firſt ſeal confining all the reſt, 
but opening, when looſed, only its own pecu- 


lar part, Hence are we taught another kind 


of patience, viz. that moderation which re- 


ſtrains the too eager purſuit after knowledge, 


by which we are continually miſled : we learn 
here to wait God's appointed time, in confi- 


dence that whatever is needful will be revealed 


to us, if we diligently perform ſo much of 
our duty as we already know, and leave to 
the divine Majeſty whatever elſe concerns 


ourſelves or others; ſtill keeping our eyes 
on him who alone 1s worthy to open the book, 
becauſe he alone can underſtand it; for as 


© no man knoweth the things of a man, ſave 
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« the ſpirit of a man—even ſo the things of 


„God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God.“ 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
By the power given in the four firſt ſeals, 


to four ſore evils for to puniſh and deſtroy, 


we are taught in this, as in the former viſion, 
that a ſevere trial is prepared for the ſervants 
of God: and we learn to praiſe him, who, 
conſidering our weakneſs, has placed us in a 
ſituation ſo full of eaſe and comfort, if com- 


pared with that of the firſt profeſſors of Chriſ- 


tianity ; for even the greateſt trials to which 
we can now be expoſed, ſeem ſupportable, if 
compared with the ſufferings of the martyrs 
and confeſſors in the times of perſecution, 


To loſe a child we dearly love, is nothing to 


the ſeeing him expoſed to racks and tortures, 


confined in a loathſome dungeon, or, with an 
eye plucked out, condemned to labour in the 


mines, The greateſt ſtraits of poverty to 
which we can be reduced, are nothing to the 


being obliged to forſake all, and take refuge 


in the forelts among the wild beaſts; as was 
the caſe of many a Chriſtian born of the beſt 
blood in Rome, and uſed to all the indul- 
gences which riches could afford in that ſeat 
of luxury, Hence may we learn what hu- 
man nature, ſupported by divine grace, can 
perform; and here may we lee the value ſer 


upon that glorious crown, to which we are 


intitled 


\ | 8 65 1 
intitled, as they were; and Which yet we, 
alas! behold with ſuch indifference. 

By the complaint of the ſaints under the 
altar in the fifth ſeal, we are put in mind of 
the care of Providence, watching over thoſe 

whoſe ſufferings and glorious victories men 
have in a manner forgot: : and hence we may 
learn to wait with meekneſs God's appointed 
time, preparing ourſeves by ſelf-denial and 
by ſubduing our paſſions, to enter the liſts, 
do ſtrive and conquer, ſhould we be called to 
as ſevere a conflict: for which we ſhould al- 
ways be prepared; not knowing who are 
meant by thoſe © fellow-ſervants? which are 
to be added ro the number of ſuch as had 
been ſlain for the teſtimony of Jeſus, 

The terrors ſpoken of at the opening of 
the ſixth ſeal, though they ſhould be under- 
ſtood to be expreſſive of calamities already 
paſt, are not therefore to be wholly diſregarded. 

by us: the diftreſſts foretold by Chriſt at the 

taking of Jeruſalem, though in cheir literal 

; | f{enſe already come to pals, are ſuppoſcd to 

t have a farther meaning relating to the laſt 

times, and to the judgments then to come 

t upon the world; and fo likewiſe, what is 
I here ſaid of the ſun and moon, the ſtars fall- 11 
n Þ ug from heaven, and men calling to moun- 1 
tains to fall on them and hide them from l 
| 


the wrath of the Lamb,” now repreſented 


B 


as a Lion, and executing the vengeance ſo 


long delayed; theſe things, I fay, though | 
they may have been literally accompliſhed | in 


the deſtruction of the Roman empire, have 


yet probably a farther accompliſhment to 
come; and we know not when it ſhall ap- 


pear. Let us ſuppoſe, for example, that the 
ſudden deſtruction, and total change, fo finely 
deſcribed in the latter part of the ſixth chap- 
ter, anſwers to the hiſtorical account of the 
latter times of the Roman empire, when 
Rome, the ſeat of pleaſure, ſunk under the 
tyranny of a barbarous conqueror, whoſe ſuc- 
ceſſors continued to oppreſs her ior a long 
courſe of years, and changed the whole ſtate 
of things in the weſtern empire at leaſt; the 
eaſtern empire ſharing alſo in the diſtreſs : 

ſtill theſe things may have a farther meaning. 
What power ſeemed ever ſo well eſtabliſhed as 
that of Rome ? What ſcene could be more 


dreadtul than when Alaric ſacked it? and yet 
did it rife from its ruin; totally changed in- 


deed, but not reformed by its ſuſſerings: ſuch 


events have happened in other cities, and 
may happen again. I hey are the natural con- 


ſequences of vice and corruption of manners, 
though an over-ruling Providence 1s doubt- 
leſs concerned in directing the appointed 


vengeance, This confidence in the providence 


of God, as a molt uſeful leſſon, may be learned 


from 


E 


from chap. vii. where we ſee the four winds 
reſtrained by the miniſtering angels; and the 
ſervants of God ſealed with their father's 
name, for their final preſervation, however 
they may be expoſed for. a time for the trial 
of their faith. I know modern philoſophers 
laugh at the notion of a peculiar Providence: 
but it has been acknowledged by the wiſeſt 
men among the Greeks and Romans, and by 
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5 | all nations from the beginning of the world, - of 
\ where any thing like a religion has been pro- $29 | 
> FF feſlcd; it was taught in the Old Teſtament, and ER | 


. conſtantly believed by the Jews ; and nothing 
y can be more evident than that it is the doc- 
e trine of the goſpel, What is religion indeed with- 
e out it? What is a world formed, we know not 

why or how, and left to the conduct of blind 


chance, or directed by general, unchange- 

s | able laws, by which all freedom of will muſt 

e | be made uſeleſs? Can we admire the wiſdom 

et | of a Deity, who, foreſeeing the miſery of his 

creatures, would not prevent it? Can we love 
ch | Aa Being removed fo far above us, that he con- 
1d ders us only as a part of this maſly globe, 
n. and ſees us with no other concern for our well- 
rs, being, than for the duſt on which we tread ? | 
t- What a melancholy ſcene is the world, if de- 9 
ed Prived of the tender care of Providence, of N 
ice | the pleaſing thought that we act in the ſight 4 
ed of a kind parent in whoſe hands are all our þ 


Om | concerns, 


L & J 
concerns, and before whom all our thoughts 
lie open: to whom all our innocent intentions 
are juſtified, however miſunderitood, or miſre- 


preſented by our tellow-creatures ; on whom, 
in ſhort, we depend for every moment of our 


exiſtence; and with whom we dare to truſt all 
our hopes; and can lie down in peace when- 
ever he requires that life he has fo long pre- 


ſerved ? If the notion of a particular preſid- 


ing Providence be a miſtake, Oh! let me ſtill 
live and die under ſo plealing a deluſion! 


From the belief of an over-ruling Provi- 


dence naturally ariſes the duty of praiſe and 


thankſeiving, fo finely expreſſed in the hymns 


of the palm bearing multitude ; a duty too 
little thought on by thoſe who, from the pur- 


ſuits of intereſt, or the qimpations of pleaſure, 
have little time to think, and I fear too much 
neglected by thoſe who have moſt leiſure. 
Lite, ſhort and full of ſorrow as it is, has ne- 
vertheleſs its comforts : © he openeth his hand, 
« and filleth all things living with plenteouſ. 


«K neſs;” the innocent pleaſures which our 


* ſenſes bring in on every fide ought grate- 
fully to be acknowledged ; the pleaſures of 


the id deſerve itil] more a tribute of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, to the ſource of all wil- 


Ar. Ne. 19. v Ibid, No. 16. 
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dom, the bountiful giver of alents, riches and 


thoſe other helps, which enable us to find 


leiſure, and furniſh us with a capacity for the 


purſuits of knowledge, and who kindly ex- 
empts us from that ſhare of bodily labour, to 
which, as the ſons of Adam, we ſeem juſtly 
to be condemned. Perhaps one reaſon why 
we are ſo backward in thankſgiving for the 
privileges of this kind, which ſo many of us 
enjoy, is our unwillingneſs to own them to be 


really ſuch : we find nothing in ourſelves to 
claim an exemption from the common law of 


our nature, and we feel an unwillingneſs to 
comply with the obligations which a ſtate of 


life, exempt from labour, ſeems to lay upon 


us; we therefore ſatisfy ourſelves with the 
common obſervation, that the rich and the 
learned have their ſorrows, greater perhaps 
than thoſe of the poor labouring man; and 


thus we take refuge in ingratitude. That the | 
poor have leſs grief, as well as leſs indulgence, 
may be true: Providence has fo diſpenſed all 


things, that they do not feel all the diſadvan- 


tages of their ſituation; it would be great 


pity if they did : but this ſhould not hinder 
thoſe that are rich, in leiſure as well as in the 


indulgences of life, from conſidering them 


ſelves as in a ſtate for which they ought hourly 
to be thankful. They taſte indeed of aMic- 
tion ſometimes 1 in a great degree: but befides 


that 


* 
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that their ſorrows are often their own procur- 
ing, they ought continually to conſider with 
gratitude how much thoſe ſorrows are alle- 


viated by the care and tenderneſs of friends 


and ſervants, and by the comforts and means 
of eaſing pain, which an affluent ſituation in 
life ſupplies. _ 

One feels, I think, aſhamed ſometimes, at 


the diſproportion of labour amongſt different 
Tanks, and the very different degrees of com- 


forts and pleaſures men are born to poſſeſs : 
and nothing ſhould make one enjoy with a 
quiet mind, ſo much more than any one de- 


ſerves, but the thought of our being thereby 


uſeful to others. The labours of the poor 
are, we know, greatly eaſed by the ſcveral in- 
ventions of the ingenious; but theſe require 
leiſure; and in order to that the aſſiſtance of 


the rich is neceſſary; with whom, for this 


intent, a ſuperfluity muſt be lodged, which 


with thankfulneſs they may enjoy, when they 
make uſe of it to do good. A difference of 


conditions is therefore upon the whole for the 
advantage of mankind : but let all be dili- 
gent each to perform his part, and every one 
be attentive to the many bleſlings he enjoys; 
and daily praiſe the bounteous hand that be- 
ſtows them with ſuch profuſion. Why ſhould 
not all be thankful? The labouring man 
when following the plough, might be taught 

0 
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to hve the refreſhing, healthy ſmell, that 


riſes from the earth; and to ac knowledge the 
aſſiſtance he receives from the ſparrows and 
crows that wait upon him, to remove the ene- 
mies of his crop. Why does he with little or 


or no thought enjoy the health he reaps from 


labour, and the pleaſures felt from the freſh 
air of the morning; from the ſhelter his houſe 
gives him at night, or that of a tree by day 


from the heat or ſtorm ; or why does he ſeem 


inſenſible to the reliſh of his wholeſome food, 
ſeaſoned, as it ought to be, by the kind atten- 
tions of the honeſt partner of his labours-? 
Why ſhould not the rich man look up with 
gratitude, when he taſtes the ſimple innocent 

* pleaſures of a walk or a ride; the ſight of 


a beautiful proſpect, of a pleaſant day; and 
the ſweet ſmell of the trees and flowers; the 


comforts at home ariſing from an elegant 


cleanlineſs, from eaſe and exemption from 


care; from the works of art and improve— 
ments of the mind; but eſpecially from the 
delightful ſatisfaction of doing good ? When 
miſery ſhocks his delicacy in any ſhape, his 
firſt thought ſhould be to relieve it: but 


doubtleſs the next ſhould be, to conſider with 
thankfulneſs and humility, how juſtly he 
| might have been expoſed to the ſame ſuffer- 
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11 
ings, and how great a debt of gratitude he 
owes to that Being who ſpares him, and re- 
quires no return but benevolence to his fel- 
low- creatures, and the pleaſing effuſions of a 


grateful heart. Let no day therefore paſs, ei- 
ther with rich or poor, without ſome little at- 


tention to the bleſſings received; and let thoſe 


leaſures for which we dare not thank our 


God, be conſidered at leaſt with a ſuſpicious 
eye, as to the lawfulneſs of indulging them. 


And ſince the ſaints on earth, and the angels 


in heaven, find their happineſs in praiſing their 


great Creator, let us not loſe our part in the 


plealing glorious taſk ; but ſay, and ſay it 
from our hearts; “ Salvation to our God, 


Which ſitteth on the throne, and unto the 


Lamb: bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and 
. ankſgiving, and honour, and power, and 


% might unto our God for ever and ever.“ 
It has been frequently obſerved, that the 
angel, who, like the prieſts in the Temple, 
offers incenſe at the golden altar, is another 


e of Chriſt 3 as a perpetual in- 


It ſeems wrong to ſupply the verò, as our tranſ- 


lation does, by the word be; which implies a wiſh: 


whereas the hymn expreſſes rather an affirmation; that 
theſe attributes do belong to God; as they certainly do, 


independently of oar wiſhes. It is an Hebrew turn of 
_ expreſſion, though written in Greek, and to be under- 


ſtood like Pf. Ixix; Let their habitation be void,” Kc. 
which is not a wiſh, but a prophecy. 
terceſſor 
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terceſſor in heaven for his church; whoſe 


prayers thus offered are ſure to find accept- 
ance. Here therefore we learn, with confi- 


dence to approach the throne of grace, and 
not only repreſent our own wants to him, who 
is able to relieve them, but intercede alſo for 


others, yea, even for our enemies; whom we 
cannot hate, nor be indifferent to our friends, 
while we ſolemnly every day beſeech Almighty 
God to bleſs them. Theſe thoughts are natu- 
ral, but ſurely it is highly unnatural to think, 

that it ſhould be needful (yet ſo it is) to ob- 
ſerve from this place, that prayers may with 


propriety be addreſſed to God, and may hope 


for acceptance, That prayer ſhould be neg- 


lected, and churches deſerted, is no wonder; 
men have ſomething elſe to do : but that men 
ſhould dare to call in queſtion the expediency, 
nay, even to ridicule the practice, of this duty, 


is ſomething beyond the belief of former ages, 
reſerved for modern philoſophy. 

We are now come to the ſounding of the 
{ trumpets; in which the thing that commonly 
ſtrikes us, is the ſeverity of the judgments 


expreſſed thereby : but I think our attention 
ſhould rather be turned to conlider the great 


patience and long-{uffering of our God, and 
his care by frequent warnings, to call men to 
reflection; © not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
M but that all ſhould come to repentance. : An 


G Es angel, 
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angel, after the four firſt trumpets, gives no- 
tice of the three woes to come; another an- 
gel, or rather Chriſt himſelf, proclaims with 


an oath, that time ſhall be no more; and in 


the viſion concurring with this, are frequent 


warnings: ſo that no one can ſay they periſh 


unadmoniſhed. The time of this viſion, if 


we reckon from the meaſuring of both the 
courts ; or the reign of Conſtantine, A. D. 
306. takes in the ſpace of about 1470 years . 
During that ſpace, what has been the ſcene 
here on earth? Let us caſt our eyes back, not 
on the faults of kings or other particular men, 
for ſuch are reſerved for puniſhment in ano- 


ther world, but let us conſider the general face 


of things, the conduct of ſocieties, which ſub- 


ſiſt only in this world, and are therefore com- 


monly puniſhed here below. The church was 
no ſooner freed from perſecution, than it be- 
gan to loſe its firſt fervor , ſeveral of its mi- 


nilters became in a {mall 8 of years co- 


vetous and ambitious; hereſies were ſet up, 
diſputes were carried on with a ſpirit unlike 


30. See Note 15. The whole of the larger work, 
to which this date refers, was written in the ſummer of 
the 1775, at a place where neither books nor friends 


were at hand to be conſulted. Several corrections, ma- 


ny references, and ſome notes have been fince added: 
the laſt thing thought of Was the publiſhing this leſſer 
Vork. 
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chat of the Goſpel ; errors were introduced 


one by one, and ignorance over-ran all ; con- 
verſions of barbarous nations were underta- 
ken by force of arms, and proſelytes made, 


like thoſe of the Phariſees, more wicked than 


their teachers; the Chriſtians, and others of 


the Greeks and Romans, when oppreſſed and 
| enſlaved, inſtead of repenting, and ſetting an 

example of piety to their conquerors, adopted 

their manners, and became, hke them, barba- 
rians; ſuperſtition prevailed throug the whole 
Chriſtian world ; ; and Mahomer in one part, 
and the Biſhop of Rame 1n the other, brought 
all men into ſubjection. Europe ſaw Alia and 


Africa, once full of Chriſtian churches, wholly 
deſtroyed; but inſtead of repenting, continued 
in the ſame tranſgreſſions, and added the fool- 
iſh device of croiſades, where thouſands pe- 


riſhed; expecting to compound for their ſins 


by adding murder and rapine to them“. 


Rome, ſacked more than once, ſtill roſe from 
its fall more wicked than before; and ſtill 


continues the corruptor of the whole world. 


31. The ſins and puniſhments of the Greek and La- 
tin churches, and their diviſions, naturally bring to 


mind the prophecies concerning Iſrael and Judah; the 
firſt reduced to livery ; the other retaining an appear- 


DOS 
ance of lite, ſpared for a time but not reformed, though 


warned by the cxampie of her ſiſter's crimes and puniſh - 
ment, | 
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The intercourſe of nations produced by trade, 
and the diſcoveries of unknown people, have 
been only uſed to propagate vice, and bring 


home new incitements to luxury. The cruel- 
ties committed by Chriſtians over thoſe na- 


tions they ſhould have inſtructed, the diſgrace 


they have brought upon Chriſtianity, make 


one tremble to recite them. What uſe has 


been made of the revival of learning, and the 
advantages of modern inventions, but to fill 
the world with blaſphemy, folly and vice; 
which the labours of a few ſtrive in vain to 
oppoſe? I aftly, when a light ſhone abroad 
which might have led men into the way of 


truth, how perverſely did ſome ſhut their eyes 


againſt it; while others, with torches of their 
own kindling, ſet all Europe on fire! And 
thall the patience of God in bearing all this 
be wholly diſregarded ? Shall the few who 
pretend to fear and love him, not adore, and 
ſtrive to imitate, his unparalelled goodneſs ? 
Shall every trifling affront be thought ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify a cowardly revenge ? Every 
offence excite us to hatred and anger? And 
| ſhall we pretend to preſcribe rules of juſtice 
to the Almighty, while our lives give the lie 
to our maxims, and we proceed from day to 
day to add to our provocations ? How dread- 
ful an account muſt be required of the Chrit- 
tian church for the ſacred depoſitum com. 
: mitred 
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mitted to her truſt! An hour will come, at 


leaſt it ſeems to be here foretold, when even 


thoſe ** witneſſes to the truth, the churches of 


the Eaſt and Weſt ſhall be delivered into the 
hands of their enemies, and puniſhed in this 
world in the ſight of all mankind ; probably 


to attone for the public offence given by them 


as a ſociety, particularly by their ſchiſms and 


ſhameful oppoſitions to each other, by which 
the name of God and his law have been made 
contemptible among the heathen : this being 


So 


a fin particularly concerning the church as 


a ſociety, will probably be puniſhed, whilſt it 
continues to be a | ſociety, here on earth; 


. Though there have been hereſies tha ſehifms, 
many of which {till ſubſiſt, both in the Greek and La- 


tin church, there is ſomething peculiar i in the diviſion 
of theſe two churches from each other: it came on im- 


perceptibly, not occaſioned by any remarkable diſpate 


or error on either ſide, but by cauſes chiefly concerning 


the things of this world, and the princes by whom 


they were governed, each fide at the ſame time going 
off from the ſtrait line of truth, on which at firſt they 
walked together; ſo that, after a long courſe of years, 


they found them elves wholly divided in doctrine as 


well as in outward communion, though cach continued, 
and ſtill does continue, to bear witneſs to the truth of 
the Goſpel, to the teſtimony of Jeſus; the ſpouſe of 


Chriſt, the inviſible church, fill remaining in the wil- 


derneſs, 1. e. Concealed from the eyes of men, and nou- 


riſhed and en by God himſelf, 


leaving 
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leaving the ſins of men as individuals, to the 


great ſearcher of hearts. 


As we can only pretend to gueſs what is 
meant by the death of the * witneſſes, ſo we 


muſt be equally uncertain as to their reſurrec- 
tion: but we may certainly conclude ſome 
ent event is ſymbolically repreſented here- 

from which we may, even at preſent, 
es ſome inſtruction, and chiefly this; to 


hope, as the Apoſtle ſays, even againſt hope. 
Let us conſider the object here ſet before * 


two witneſſes of the truth, who for 1260 


years, or nearly that time, have preached, 
clothed in ſackcloth, miraculouſly ſupported 


by God againſt the whole power of Satan, lie 


now at laſt deprived of life; unburied, and 


expoſed to the inſults of their bitter enemies, 
who feaſt and rejoice over them; and, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of both the Hebrews and 
heathen nations, ſend preſents and portions 


of ſacrifices to one another, to expreſs their 


joy and their union in this triumph ; however 
diſunited in other reſpe&s. What hope is now 
left to thoſe that believed their prophecy ? 
Who dares own himſelf as their diſciple ? 
Who will vindicate their character from the 
vile ſlanders to be thrown on them? Who 


will venture now to ſtand up for the teſti- 
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mony of Jeſus? All hide themſelves or ſtand 


amazed: when, lo! a voice from heaven raiſes 
them from the ground, puts life into their 
cold clay, and calls them up, even to heaven. 


I know all this is only a viſion; and ſo was 
the viſion of the dead bones raiſed to life, 
which was ſhewn to Ezekiel: but ſuch viſions 


are not idle dreams; ſome great event, ſome 


ed, yet will not I, ſaid St. Peter, too raſhly 


confiding in his own ſtrength : though all 


ſhould be offended, let us trult in the Woke 


is in us; never forſake the law of our God; 


never deny our Saviour; but ſay, and ſay it 
boldly, with St. Paul“ Who ſhall ſeparate 


«© us from the love of Chriſt ??P The reſt 


of this viſion 1s only a ſummary account of 


the ſame things which we ſhall find more fully 


_ uſeful inſtruction is certainly intended: the 
event we cannot foreſee ; but the inſtruction 
is very obvious. Though all ſhould be offend- 


mercy and protection, ſhould every one of us 
ſay, and never give up the glorious hope that 


related in the concurring viſion concerning 


Fat. Eccleſiæ, to which I now paſs on. 


In the firſt part of it, from chap. xi. 19. to 


of Chriſt, his angels, and his ſervants, from 


the end of chap. X11. is ſet down the conflict 


his birth, through the times of perſecution; 
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his victory, the fall, but not the deſtruction 
of Satan, the devil's perſecution of the church 
and the remnant of her ſeed, and the flight of 
the o man concealed in the wilderneſs for 


1260 years, or the end of 1926 years. We 


know not in what preciſe point of theſe 1260 


years we now are, but we know that ſome 


part of this period is ever running on; we ſee 
the bright examples ſer before us, we hear 
what trials are to come, and what great re- 
_ wards we are ſure to obtain: if wickedneſs 

ſeems triumphant, we know *tis the time of 
| Satan's kingdom; if truth ſeems fled from 
the earth, we know the church is preſerved by 
God, but that it is in the wilderneſs; we 
ketiow our calling, and in whom we confide. 
What hinders us then from going on in ſim- 
plicity of heart to perform our part; to learn 
and do our duty, to ſerve our God, do good 


to all, and truſt to him who hath. relectned 
us? If all i is a dream, what do we loſe? What 


change would we wiſh to make in our beha- 
viour, could we perſuade ourſelves to forſake 
Chriſt, and no longer to believe the Goſpel ? 
„His ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
his paths are peace.” We wiſh indeed ſome- 
times to follow our paſſions, we are ſometimes 
led away by them: bur did they ever procure 
us any pleaſure worth our deliring ? Do they 
leave any lenſe of 1 when paſt? Here 
I muſt 
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I muſt ſay, as I did before ; If I am dereividh 


oh! let none be ſo cruel as ever to undeceive 
me! 


In the deſcription of our enemies, the beaſts, 
&c. we ſee thoſe vices we ought to avoid. In 


the firſt beaſt, i. e. the antichriſtian kingdom 
itſelf, we find treachery expreſſed by the leo- 
pard, ſullen obſtinate cruelty in the bear, and 

| fierce active rage in the lion; all characters 


too readily to be pointed out in the tyrannic 
empire which has been ſuppoſed to be here 


repreſented. In the ſecond Beal, or ruler of 
this kingdom, we find hypocriſy in the aſſum- 
ed character of the Lamb, and deceit of every 


kind in the falſe miracles, &c. Nothing can 
be more truly antichriſtian than theſe diſpoſi- 
tions; more oppoſite to Chriſt, whoſe meek- 


neſs and ſimplicity, whoſe truth and unbounded 
charity, it is our glory to imitate. The re- 
ſtraint on buying and ſelling, i. e. on all the 


enjoy ments of life, which none are allowed 
to partake of, but thoſe that receive the mark, 


KK. ſhews the rapacious covetouſneſs and 
proud oppreſſion of theſe rulers; and how 


needful the warning of our bleſſed Maſter, 
that we ſhould forſake all that we have, and 
take up the croſs and follow him. 

In the company attending the Lamb with a 
ſong peculiar to themſelves, is ſet forth the 
great reward of chaſtity and undefiled inno- 

cence, 
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cence, and of that child-like ſimplicity ſo ex - 
preſsly recommended by our bleſſed Saviour“. 
It is perhaps but a needleſs conſideration, and 
yet it often employs mens minds; whether is 
to be preferred, the ſtate of children dying 
in innocence, or that of ſuch Chriſtians as 


have ſtruggled with the temptations of life, 
and for the moſt part have overcome them; 


or falling have riſen again by repentance : 


whether, I ſay, the former or the latter ſtate, 
is the moſt advantageous ? On the one hand, 


the being wholly indebted for our ſalvation 


to the free mercy of our Redeemer, is a be- 
nefit which muſt claim the higheſt expreſſions 
of praiſe ; and the fituation of a foul wholly 


unacquainted with guilr, muſt be indeed ſuch 
as to produce a ſong which no one elſe can 


learn: on the other band, to have known 


33. An kondred forty four b this num- 
ber, which is twelve times twelve thouſand, and ſym- 
bolically twelve times the twelve tribes of [ſrael, is 
probably here repreſented the vaſt increaſe of the bar- 
ren woman, the Gentile church, now become a mother 


of children. Perhaps by the ſong which none could 
learn but theſe redeemed from the earth, 1s meant the 


happineſs of thoſe children who by the Chriſtian cove- 


nant are admitted into heaven without having known 
fin, The ſtate of ſuch muſt be very different, though 
perhaps no way preferable to that of thoſe who have 
born the burden and heat of the day: As God 1s infi- 
nite, lo are "Ms mercies, 
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from experience the difference of good wal 
evil; to have known the power and goodneſs 


of God in his kind protection, his patience 
and long ſuffering, eſpecially if raiſed to life 
again after being dead in ſin, muſt fill the 


ſoul with ſuch a ſenſe of gratitude as muſt 
| likewiſe be unknown to all, but thoſe that 
feel it; and particularly pleaſing to all eter- 


nity mull be, the ſenſe of having had the glo- 
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rious privilege of ſuffering for his name, who 


firſt loved us; of having been permitted to 
enjoy the ſatisfaction of ſhewing our love by 
our good works. Perhaps theſe two, ſo diffe- 


rent ſtates of bliſs, may be fitly repreſented 
by the moſt favoured apoſtles; St. John, whom 


Jeſus loved, and whoſe character appears 
faultleſs as far as human nature may be ſup- 
poſed to be fo; and St. Peter, whoſe love 


again with new vigour, and waſhed, in the 
tears of re pentance and the blood of martyr- 


was ever ardent add active, who fell and roſe 


dom, his grievous offences: and from the 


tender affection which ever ſubſiſted between 
theſe two, we may learn that the love of 


God will unite all in perfect happineſs, how- 


ever different their circumſtances may be: for, 


though the degrees of reward may be various, 


no veſſel can want, where all are full. 


The exhortation of the angel having the 
everlaſting goſpel, necds no explanation; 
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« Fear God, and give glory to him, for the 
« hour of his judgment is come; (i. e. it is 
< near at hand) and worſhip him that made 
& heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the foun- 


e tains of water!“ As this paſſage ſeems to 


give hopes of a freſh offer of peace to the 
Jews and heathen ; it is allowed, I hope alſo, 


to indulge the pleaſing thought, and to praiſe 


the goodneſs of that God, whoſe mercy en- 


dureth for ever. As the Jews were commanded 


to offer peace, before they engaged in battle, 
ſo this proclaiming of the goſpel of peace, 
ſeems * immediately to precede the great day 
of vengeance, If men were really Chriſtians, 
or, I may ſay, if Chriſtians were really men, 
they would look with a very different eye 
upon the Jews and the heathen world, from 
what they ſeem to do, Sunk as the former 
are in the love of riches, in Ignorance and un- 
belief, they ſtill are an object of compaſſion 
to the God that made them, and ſhould be ſo 
to us: and though the others, ſtupid and in— 
ſenſible, and given up to many ſhameful vices, 
can claim from God no right to more than by 
their birth they would have enjoyed; yet ſure 
from us they ought to receive that kind com- 
Paſſion, thoſe helps, thoſe means of inſtruc- 
tion, which the goodnels of God has enabled 
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N pared for the wicked, particularly thoſe that 
ſhall deny their maſter, and enliſt themſelves 
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us to beſtow but which, alas !-—-lI ſay no 


more: let us at leaſt grant them our prayers, 


ſincerely beſeech the Almighty that they may 


find mercy; and then be cruel if we can. 
The ſecond angel proclaims the fall of Ba- 
bylon; and the third, the puniſhment pre- 


under the banner of his enemy. Here is the 


patience of the ſaints, here they that kee 


e the commandments of God, and the faith 


n 


« of Jeſus;” for both are required, even faith 
and good works: © Bleſſed are the dead that 


„die in the Lord, 8c.” Then cometh the 
Son of Man on a cloud, to reap his harveſt ; 


and the miniſters of his juſtice, to burn up 


the chaff with unquenchable fire, and gather 


the grapes ripe for deſtruction: and then ap- 
pears the triumphant multitude ; for the juſ- 


tice ** of God, as well as his mercy, muſt one 


34. If, as ſome ſay, it is inconſiſtent with the good- 


neſs of God, to inflict puniſhment, or ſuffer his crea- 


tures to be afflifted, we muſt give up the Goſpel : for 


nothing can be more evident than the matter of fact, 


that good men in all ages have been tried by ſufferings; 


and that Chriſt himſelf, who knew no fin, ſuffered for 
us. But if we give up the Scripture on that account, 


what then? Will it not ſtill be evident that there are 


ſuch things in the world as pain and ſorrow, and that 


the good muſt ſuffer as well as the wicked? And that 


this matter of fact, which cannot be denied, muſt be re- 


H conciled 
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day be the object of our admiration, though 


here an humble ſenſe of our own offences leaves 
us no power but to cry for mercy. The ſe— 


conciled with the wiſdom, goodneſs, and juſtice of the 


Creator; by ſome method which reaſon alone cannot 
diſcover? Hence it will follow, that whatever we think 
as to the threatenings of eternal puniſhments, the ſtate 
of thoſe which have not the knowledge of the truth, 
and ſuch like queſtions; we mult ſet aſide all thoſe ar- 


guments, which are drawn from a ſuppoſed inconſiſtency 


of certain doctrines, with the Divine nature. If the 
goodneſs of God cannot ad mit of eternal puniſhments, 
it cannot admit of any puniſhment at all : for though 


the difference of one day and eternal duration is of the 
utmoſt conſequence to man, it is all one with regard to 


God; and that which is contrary to his nature, is fo 
for one hour as really as for eternal ages, We muſt not 
therefore argue concerning the Divine attributes as if 
we knew them, and ſay he muſt be unjuſt, or want 
wiſdom, if things are ſo and fo: for in fact we can 
know nothing of the Deity, but what Himſelf hath re- 


vealed to us. Our buſineſs is therefore to enquire what 


he has taught us; to live as he has commanded ; to uſe 
our utmoſt endeavours to ſhew our love and gratitude 
for the bleſſings we enjoy, and thoſe we yet hope for; 
and truſt with a ſteadfaſt aſſurance on his goodneſs and 


' mercy towards ourſelves and all mankind ; waiting with 
Patience for the manifeſtation of his juſtice and other 
glorious attributes, of which at preſent we can have 


but imperfe& notions, See Mark ix. 43. &c. as alſo 


the many places where ſufferings are foretold to the 
"righteous; or inflicted for a trial of their faith and obe- 


dience; as Gen. xxii. I,——XXXxVll, 18. xlvii. 9. 


Exod, v. 22, Deut. viii. 2. &c. Rev. ii. 10,=vil. 14. 
= a ven 
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29 


ven laſt plagues are then poured out; which 


recall the various inſtructions already et down: 


and then we paſs on to the particular viſion 
concerning Babylon, in which her fins and 


her puniſhment are moſt pathetically de- 
ſcribed, - : 

That by Babylon a city is meant, is ex- 
preſsly ſaid; and we cannot well be at a loſs 
to ſay what city it is: but be that as it will, 


let the whole be taken in a figurative ale. 
ſtill the inſtruction to us is the fame, We 


fee here worldly proſperity at the higheſt ; 

riches and luxury enjoyed to the full ; the 
arts, the ornaments and pleaſures of life; no- 
thing is wanting; wickedneſs rides triumph- 
ant, and, however cruel and treacherous, wears 
che face of Joy, and ſeems to diſpenſe nothing 
but happineſs : from this ſtate of worldly bliſs 
we are warned, by a voice from heaven, to 
come forth, to leave thoſe things which moſt 
engage our affections, for fear of a diſtant 


danger, of which no ſigns appear, or none 


that men will attend unto: and lo! in a mo- 
ment a ſudden deſtruction turns all this tri- 
umph into the moſt dreadful calamity ; thoſe 


hands that raiſed this glorious ſtructure are 
| the firſt to pull it to the ground; “ Babylon 
| «© is fallen, and is become the habitation of 
„ devils ;” all that once loved her, forſake 
| her now, and ſtand at a diſtance crying, 
| H 2 alas! 
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alas! that great city! Thus ſhall Babylon be 
thrown down, and “ be found no more at all.“ 
What can be a more lively deſcription of the 
vanity of worldly enjoyments! What a more 
awakening call to prepare for judgment! and 
to ſet our hearts on things above! The de- 
ſtruction of Babylon is followed by the tri- 
umph of the Lamb, his victory, and his 
marriage: and now the ſcene is changed : the 
great Creator of all things both in heaven 
and earth, for ſuch the ſcriptures both of the 
Old and New Teſtament proclaim him to be, 
comes forth to diſperſe the powers of Satan, 
and reſtrain the dragon himſelf for a time. 
The faithful ſervants of the bleſſed Jeſus 

who, like him, were before men the objects 
of ſhame and derifion, and, like him alſo, 
meekly laid down their * lives to bear witneſs 
to the truth, now appear with him in glory, 
and are ſaid to reign with him on earth; re- 
ſtoring to the whole creation that beauty, har- 
mony and order, which the wickedneſs of 
man had deſtroyed; and enjoying for a thou- 
ſand years thoſe bleſſings of peace, thoſe im- 
provements of knowledge, thoſe advantages 
of ſociety, of mutual love, which might have 
been enjoyed by all the ſons of Adam, and 
have FRY them by a life of righteoulneſs to 


a see Arr. Ne. 15. 


the 
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the throne of glory. Such is the ſcene, whe- 


ther real or ſymbolical, which the laſt chap- 


ters of this book ſet before us. In preſence 
of this awful court, as here repreſented, per- 
haps, the whole hiſtory of mankind will be 


| rehearſed; the cauſes and effects of natural 


events will be explained; the actions and the 
moſt ſecret thoughts of all men be revealed; 
and the conduct of Divine Providence be 
fully juſtified. Perhaps, (ſince every idle 
wora mult be accounted for, though not in 


1tlelf criminal) our fooliſh thoughts, our vain 
conceits of our own merit, thoſe artful dit. 


guiſes by which we r to deceive men, 


will here be allo manifeſted before all; for the 


eternal contuſion of the 1mpenitent, and to 
fix in the minds of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, 
an humble ſenſe of their own weakneſs, and 
and an unbounded confidence in the wiſdom, 
power and goodneſs of their God. We are 
apt in this life to excule our faults as una- 


voidable; our fins appear always trifling, if 
they do not riſe to the higheſt pitch: if free 


from theft, from murder and adultery, we 


think we may be allowed even to account 
ourſelves righteous ; while alas! thoſe crimi- 
nals whom our laws condemn, may ſcem leſs 
guilty before God, than thoſe who, without 


any ſenſe of gratitude, enjoy the blefſings 


wich which Providence entruſted them tor the 


Hz3 bench 


benefit of mankind. All ſins are not alike 
criminal; but I doubt we are very unfit to 
weigh the difference: he that indulges ma- 
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lice in his heart, and by pitiful contrivances 
endeavours to hurt another, would probably 
under different circumſtances have been led 
on to poiſon or aſſaſſinate his enemy. She 
who ſpends her whole thoughts on dreſs, and 
endeavours to allure mankind to admire her, 
only to gratify a fooliſh vanity, to triumph 


over her fellows, and indulge more freely an 


unbounded love of pleaſure ; has ſometimes 


leſs right to boaſt of her chaſtity, than the 
poor, deceived, forſaken wretch, who earns 


her bread by proſtitution ; and who would be 


the greateſt object of contempt, were it not 


for the more contemptible wretches that em- 
ploy her. The ſtudious or active philoſophers, 
who by their purſuits of knowledge are grown 
inſenſible to the temptations of pleaſure and 
ambition, too often indulge a great degree of 
pride, and laugh at the men of the world, 


whom they allow themſelves to deſpiſe, only 


becauſe they cannot taſte, or attain to, the 


fame enjoyments. The man that is wholly 
engaged in purchaſing riches, is ſeldom diſ- 


turbed by the purſuit of power or pleaſure; 


while thoſe that plod on in domeſtic life, 


without conſidering its extenſive duties, are 
often more engroſſed by attention to a few 
e © fillings, 


1 


ſhillings, than others are in getting pounds: 


and theſe laſt, while they ſee no great faults 


in themſelves to be amended, ſuffer their 
hearts to grow hardened to the wants of others, 


their tender feelings to lye unemployed, and 


devotion to ſink into a dull lifeleſs habit. We 
know our hearts cannot be concealed from 


God; we talk of the ſeverity of his judg- 


ments; but we conſider his eyes only as we do 
thoſe of the phyſician or ſurgeon, to whom 
we are content our molt loathſome infirmities 
ſhould be known, in the firſt place becauſe 


| neceſſity obliges us to it, and then, becauſe 


we think he alone will know them; and that 
knowing others worſe, as we think, than our- 


ſelves, he will not deſpiſe or abhor us for 
them: even ſo we conſider the eye of the 


Deity. It might therefore be of uſe to many 


of us, to conſider the day of judgment in 


the light in which this book ſeems to place 


it, as a general review of whatever has paſſed 


here on earth, bringing to light every motive 


of action, every thought of the heart, and 


even every idle word, as our Saviour expreſly 
3 ſays; and all this in the awful preſence of 


35. The ſeverity of this ſcrutiny does not, I ſuppoſe, 
conſiſt in the bringing every idle word to puniſhment, 
as of itſelf criminal, but in bringing it forth to be ex- 
poſed to cenſure: the trial is ſevere; the ſentence will 
no doubt be merciful. Some will perhaps 3 
N a; | N 
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Chriſt, of his holy angels, of thoſe juſt men 
called to fit with Chriſt i in his throne, and of 
our fellow criminals, whoſe frowns and whoſe 


laughter we have flood in awe of here below, 
fo tar as often to ſacrifice to ſuch conſidera- 
tions our duty towards God, our faith, the 
rights of truth and juſtice, and the peace of 


a quier conſcience. The intent of this ſevere 


Inqueſt is, to juſtity before the whole world 


tne righteouſneſs of God; to make known 


His glor ous attributes; to convict the wicked, 


and exalt the juit, and to humble thoſe who 
exalted themſelves here below, and were con- 
tent if by any art they could conceal their 
imperfections; that now, acxnowledging their 
own miſery and the juſtice of their Judge, 
they may be fitted to obtain mercy, 24 
This repreſentation of things (as I have 


ſaid upon other occaſions) may, if we pleaſe, 


be conſidered as a picture, not as a reality: 


but let us conſider at the ſame time that it is 


a picture of ſomething that will be real; 
picture by which we are to be nfiroged; 
and let us therefore think on every occaſion, 


what our feelings would be in the preſence of 


fuch a tribunal ; and whether any * fiery trial,” 
could 20 beyond it? Whatever is meant 


this notion, as unworthy of God Kimi but all 
things are 2nd nothing! in his preſence. 


thereby 


* EOS 


1 
thereby, the ſcene is truly ſublime and awful, 
and lifts the imagination above thoſe things, 
which ſo fully engage the affections of moſt 
men here below. 

Enthuſiaſm, here, as every where, has been 
very prejudicial to true religion: but there is 
no reaſon that we ſhould give up any part of 
thoſe inſtructions that God has bleſſed us 
with, becauſe others have abuſed them to their 
own confuſion. If any one is averſe to the 
notions of Mr, Mede and others as to a Mil- 
lenium, i. e. a local paradiſe, he is free to un- 
derſtand the whole as of a typical repreſenta- 
tion of the joys of heaven, which certainly 
are the ultimate wiſh of all true Chriſtians: 
but let him ſeriouſly meditate on theſe great 
objects, and compare them with other places 
of ſcripture; and let him learn to value as he 
ought, that glorious reward fet before him 
under theſe figurative repreſentations ; and, 
ere it be too late, let him prepare for that 
judgment and fiery trial, which, whatever it 
be, will certainly ſearch even to the very bot- 
tom of his heart; and lay open to himſelf, 
and before all men, thoſe ſins and fooliſh arts 
of hypocriſy, which now are known only to 
God. 

One thing let me yet add with regard to 
Chriſt's kingdom, conſidered as being eternal; 
and chat is, the or leſſon to be learned from 

thence, 
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thence, of ſubjection to the Divine wiſdom, and 

will; a duty which we ſeem ſent into this world 
chiefly to learn; a duty which, once learnt muſt 
conſtitute our everlaſting reward **, We can 


36. I know lord Shafteſbury and others would look 
upon theſe notions as ſervile and mean; they will not 
even admit of ſuppoſing God himſelf to act, without 
what they call a reaſon or motive; much leſs will they 
allow that He can require any thing of his creature, 
merely becauſe it is his will: 'tis an arbitrary power, 
and what not, But do they conſider, that, while they 
thus argue for the freedom of man, they deny that no- 
ble privilege to God? If the Divine will is regulated 
by eternal fitneſs of things, and determined by motives 
and reaſons ſuch as we underſtand by thoſe words; the 
great Creator of the univerſe is the only Being in it 
without freedom of will. I know it is beyond the power 
of human reaſon to comprehend the Deity, or to anſwer 
all the metaphyſical arguments uſed on this ſubject : but 
ſure Scripture and common ſenſe are ſufficient to con- 
vince any man, that the Almighty is a free agent; and 
that with regard to thoſe creatures which he produced 
out of nothing, his will, however made known to them, 
1s the rule of right and wrong. But is he therefore ar- 
bitrary in his government? By no means! He is, ſtrictiy 
ſpeaking, a law unto himſelf, for all poſſible perfection 
is in him; He is eſſential truth, wiſdom, juſtice, power, 
and goodneſs ; and as he cannot deny himſelf, (as ſaith 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim, ii. 13.) his will, and conſequently 
his acts, for they are one and the ſame, will ever be 
conformable to thoſe attributes. God cannot produce 
a wicked being, nor can he create a being independent _ 
of himſelf; to ſuppoſe it, would be a contradiction in 
terms... The Scripture informs us indeed, that he 
7 58 8 hath 
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form no idea of the ſtate of bleſſed angels, 


but that they know and perform with joy, 
the will of their Creator; we ſee the Saviour 
of the world propoſing to himſelf no other 
happineſs on earth; and we find him, when 


his kingdom here is at an end, rewarded to 


all eternity as man, (1 Cor. xv. 28.) by a : 


ſtate of ſubjection; though fitting at the right 


hath ſet before man life and death, good and evil ; by 
which, I apprehend, he has allowed as a freedom of 
choice, that our ſervice might be voluntary and worthy 
of himſelf; and he hath made known to us his own 
glorious attributes, that in them we might learn the 


rule of right and wrong. Whatever being forſakes that 
rule, and departs from God, becomes thereby wicked; 


and will conſequently, when totally eſtranged from him, 
be miſerable : but he that ſubmits to be guided by Di- 
vine truth, approaches more and more to perfection, 
and conſequently to happineſs. To arrive at this happy 
ſtate of ſub;eRion, and fit ourſelves for glory, is the de- 
ſign of our being placed in this ſtate of trial; and no 
other way can we account for the fituation in which 
things are in this world, If any thing is to be conſi- 
dered as truly contingent, 7. e. concerning which the at- 
tributes of the Deity can be no ways thought to influ- 
ence in any reſpect; to what can we refer it, but to the 


immediate will of God ? But I am tired of writing on 
a ſubje&, concerning which we have no diſtinct ideas, 
and can therefore only expoſe our native pride and ig- 


norance, It was wiſely ſaid—** Man was not born to 
% know the world, but to cultivate it:“ and I beg leave 
to add; Man cannot &zcw God, but he may learn to 


hand 


_ obey him. 
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hand of God, nay, ſitting with him in his 


throne, Far be | it then from creatures of an 
hour to pretend to wiſdom or praiſe, to ſeck 


their own glory, or wiſh to be at their own 
_ diſpoſal: if God is truth, eſſential truth, juſ- 


tice, purity and wildem, no being can be 


happy, that is not guided, as well as ſup- 


ported, by him. The more we approach to 


this bleſſed ſtate, the nearer are we to per- 
fection, and the nearer allo to a capacity of 
enjoying the happineſs prepared for us from 
all eternity. 


What I have here ſet down is bat a ſmall 
part of thoſe uſeful reflections which the con- 


ſideration of the day of judgment, followed 


by the ſentence of the juſt Judge, at the ſe- 
cond reſurrection, muſt naturally produce: 


but T ſhall paſs on to the concluding viſion 
contained in the two laſt chapters. 


If we were uſed to the ſymbolical aka of 


inſtruction, we ſhould probably find an hidden 
ſenſe in every part of the deſcription of the new 
i Jeruſalem: the gates of pearl expreſſing perfect 
purity, the walls of gold, ſecurity from corrup- 
tion, would lead us to underſtand the reſt: but 


any thing further of this kind I do not at- 
tempt. Several of the ſame inſtructions as in 


the former viſions are again repeated in this: 
but one thing particularly deſerves our no- 


dee, and that is the regard to be paid to ſin- 
cerity 


walls of the city, ſaid to be 
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cerity and truth. “ Theſe words are true and 


« faithful” is a ſentence twice repeated. The 
pure gold, an 
emblem of pure unadulterated faith, as well 
as of incorruption, are at the ſame time 
« clear as cryſtal,” an emblem of truth and 
fincerity. Liars are ranked, in two places, 

with murderers and whoremongers, idolaters 

and ſorcerers; and in either place are ex- 
cluded the city of the bleſfed: and laſtly, a 
ſore puniſhment is denounced againlt ſuch as 

{hall falſely add unto, or take from, the words 

of this prophecy. It the things contained in 
this book are to be taken in a chronological 
order, as for the moſt part, excepting the 
two ſynchronizing, viſions, they certainly are, 
this inſtruction concerning truth will, with 
great propriety be found placed with the 
things concerning the very laſt time; for 
when was ſuch inftruction ſo much wanted ? ? 


; Among thoſe who are excluded 5 the new Je- 
ruialem, there is mention of Idolaters; which is com- 
monlv anderſtood, and indecd with much appearance 
of r2afon, of the worſhip of ſaints by images, and of 
Chriſt under the bread and wine, his croſs, &c. But 
there will be perhaps a charge againſt the Chriſtian 
church as idolatrous on another account; many profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity joining in what they conſider as 
idolatrous worſhip, from wotives of worldly advan- 


tage, a practice not confined to our own W or our 


15 Truth 


Own church. 


E 


Truth is become a jeſt, ſincerity ſo uncom- 
mon as not to be believed, even when moſt 
real; lies, and too often perjury, profane the 
court, the bar, and even common converſa— 
tion: officious lies, lies to pleaſe and flatter, 


lies to deceive in trade, lies from fear or 


vanity, are all counted as trifling ſlips of the 
tongue; often as wholly innocent; ſometimes 
as praiſe- worthy, as neceſlary and unavoid- 


able: and where will all this falſehood end, 


but in univerſal confuſion, ſuſpicion, and dif- 
truſt? Will faith in the God of Epicurus 


teach us to reverence an oath ? Will the doc- 


trine of no particular Providence make us act 


as in the preſence of the God of truth? Or 


will a life of indolence and pleaſure, of flat- 


tery and difſimulation, prepare us for bearing 


witneſs to the truth at the hazard of our very 
lives? No! Let us leave all hypocriſy and 


pretence, and boldly own that we are Chriſ- 


tians; that we believe in him who is truth 
itſelf, who ſees our moſt ſecret thoughts, and 
will one day bring them into judgment : let 
us love him who Grit loved us, and follow 
our bleſſed Saviour in truth and ſincerity, 
having our eyes fixed on the glorious reward 
promiſed by him who cannot lie; who cannot 
deny himſelf; and with joy let us ſay; Even 
e ſo, come Lord Jeſus.” Theſe words, which 


with the doxology conclude che whole, call to 
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our minds a pleaſing truth taught throughout 
this book, as well as in other parts of the 
Scripture; that death is ſwallowed up in 
Chriſt's victory, and has therefore now no 


ſting: it is better for me, ſays St. Paul, to 


depart and to be with Chriſt; Bleſſed are the 
dead that die in the Lord: in ſhorr, there is 
not an expreſſion, I think, through the whole 


prophecy, that tends to make us look on 


death with ſorrow, or even with fear. The 
melancholy idea of paſſing to an * unknown 
ſtate, of darkneſs and ſeparation from all the 


_ comforts of life, which is the tranſient view 


that ſtrikes moſt men, is not once mentioned : 
the heathen notion of purging flames ſeems 


likewiſe unknown to the author of this book; 


and the late revived error of the ſleep of the 
ſoul may plainly be confuted from it. All are 


| conſidered here as in a ſtate of activity: the 
ſouls under the altar, the palm-bearing mul- 
titudes, the virgin- company that follow the 


Lamb, all are conſidered as beings living and 
acting, enjoying a degree of happineſs, though 
capable of improvement: in ſhort, they are 


_ deſcribed as with Chriſt, under his protection, 


free from any torment, and enjoying that ſa- 
tisfaction which a virtuous diſpoſition acqui- 
red by labour and a confidence in the mer- 
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cies of God, muſt produce. He Who trul 
loves God muſt be happy, whatever ſtate he 


is in, unleſs for any ſhort ſpace while outward 


torment 1s inflicted, of which we find no men- 
tion here, when paſt the gates of death, un- 


til the final ſentence on Satan, Death and 


Hades. 


What the perceptions of ſouls ſeparated 
from the body can be, is a thing wholly un- 


known to us in this life: but it is plain they 


are here ſuppoſed to be living active beings; 
and yet it is as plain alſo, that the body is not 


conſidered as a clog to the ſoul, ſince its ri- 
ſing again is to be the time of the ſouls en- 
tering into complete bliſs for ever, Let us 
not therefore conſider ourſelves in this ſtate 


of mortality, as under conſtraint, or excuſe 


our tranſgreſſions, as if the mortal body preſ- 
ſing down the ſoul was the cauſe of all our 
errors; but let us conſider our bodies as in- 
ſtruments fitted for the uſe of the ſou], eſſen - 
tial to her perfect happineſs, and which, by 


habits of virtue, muſt be made the means of 


her acquiring ſuch knowledge and ſuch affec- 
tions as are requiſite to enjoy the {tate of per- 


38. The mention of Hades, or Hell, underſtood by 


the Jews of the place of departed ſouls, (See Pſ. xvi. 10. 


Acts ii. 27.) ſhews the ſeparate exiſtence of the ſoul 


without the body, to be the doctrine of this bock; 


fect 


« - 

1 >. Wrath! at 
r r 
P Bn 
. ee 0. AER; 
gt Bo et N 


ROOD FE. 

fect bliſs prepared for us. Let us not amuſe 
our imaginations with ſearching after thoſe 
things which God has hid from us; hüt in 
- þ life, or in death, * caſt all our care upon him 

- # *© who careth for us.” Let us not endeavour 

d | to avoid the fear of death by conſidering it as 
d 


5 3 
2 22 * * * 


a ſtate of inſenſibility: if it were ſo it would 
be all one, ſo long as a final judgment is 


- | fuppoledto awaken us again into being.“ Nor 

y let us flatter ourſelves with the hopes of aton- 

ing for our fins in another world, by any ſtate 

It | of purification: though we have great rea- 

1- | fon to expect a ſtate of improvement, if we 

1- | depart truly initiated in the ſchool of Chriſt : 

us to ſuch, death is gain; and nothing but praiſe 

te | and joy is here ſuppoſed, to be their portion, 

ſe f Why then ſhould we look upon death with 

ſ- | terror? Why be dragged like (criminals into 

ur | the preſence of Him who is our Saviour, our =. 

n- | only hope? Why not learn here to receive the — 

n- | ſentence with joy? If indeed we ſuppoſe a 

dy i perſon, whoſe life has been wholly criminal, 

or | to be juſt awakened to conlideration by the 

Oe I ; | 

r- | 39. Vet I think the notion is not harmleſs, ſince it 

I naturally tends to encourage a ſlothful indolence of mind 

by | very oppoſite to Chriſtianity, Beſides, there is ſome— | 

io, þ thing ſo pleaſing in the idea of going to reſt, that I | 

dul doubt the generality of mankind would indulge the | 

ok; | thought, and be little affected by a judgment ſeemingl / 14 
remote. f 

ect 3 | f cars 
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fears of another life; we may ſuppoſe alſo 


ſuch an one to wiſh a little reſpite; „Oh! 
ce ſpare me a little, that I may recover my 


ſtrength,” that I may learn to fear and love 
God and do my duty; all this is certainly 


very natural: but for thoſe who from their 
childhood have endeavoured, though perhaps 
with but a faint endeavour, to live according 
to the goſpel; and to ſuch as, by a ſince re- 


pentance, have recovered from a ſtate of ſin, 
and forſaken the vicious habits they were led 
into by the temptations of the world, and who 
boldly profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians ; to | 
ſuch death ſhould be conſidered as a kind in- 


dulgence, by which the ſtate of trial, or of 
penance, is abridged ; and their virtuous in- 
tention ſecured from the dangers, to which 
the frailty of man is ever expoſed. It a la- 


bourer hired into the vineyard, ſtands idle, or 


does any thing to hinder his maſter's work, 
he may juſtly tear to be furprized in ſuch a 


ſituation : but if, recollecting himſelf, he has 

endeavoured, by his diligence in the follow- 

ing hours, to ſhew his ſorrow for what is paſt, 

(rhougy he cannot make up the loſs, not be- 
ing able to do more than his duty) he may 

| ſtill hope to find mercy and forgiveneſs; and, 

though he fears the preſence of his Judge, he 


will be as willing to be called at the bare 


hour, as to ſtay ll the concluſion of the day; 
| ſenſible 
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ſenſible that in a longer ſpace ne could as 
nothing to deſerve the reward, but muſt, firſt 


or laſt, depend upon the gracious favour and 
goodneſs of his Lord. The ſame is the caſe 


of him that has laboured from the morning; 


he has but done his duty, and that with more 
or leſs imperfection: : and will ſuch an one be 


concerned, or grieve, that, being called home 


at noon, his talk is leſs, and his labour at an 
end? If the Lord of the vineyard is pleaſed 
to accept a few hours for a day's work, it is 


4 probably becauſe: he ſees our weak neis, and 
ſpares us thoſe trials we could not have-en- 


countered with ſucceis. The truth is, we 


work as if we could do nothing of ourſelves, 


and yet value our work, as if it could pro- 
cure us, of itſelf a rich reward: Oh! could I 
live a few years longer, ſays a fearful dying 
perſon, I would endeavour to redeem the time 

paſt, and purchaſe the reward of, Well done 


„thou faithful ſervant :” but what ground 


have you to ſuppoſe this? What is there to 
change in your outward ſtate of life? Is it 
not, as far as yourſelf and others can judge, 


the life of a diſciple of Chriſt? Les: Why 


then do you deſire to Jive, or fear to die? If 


in the years you have already paſſed, you 
have not wholly corrected your imperfections, 
what realon have you to ſuppole you ſhould 
now be more ſucceſsful? The tender mercy 


of 


„„ 

of God, his help and aſſiſtance, is all you can 
ſay you have to hope in, if you live: with 
joy then caſt yourſelf upon his mercy in death, 


as you would do in life. Thie buſineſs we are 2 


purſuing here, is not the purchaſing a reward, 
but the fitting ourſclves for it: our ſincere 
endeavours will do the latter; but our great- 
_ eſt perfection through the longeſt life, is wholly 
unegual to the former : of our fitneſs God 


only can be judge. If he cuts us off in the 


midit of our ſins; with awful terror and 
humble fear; but free from any raſh judg- 
ment, men ſhould conſider the ſtroke : but 
if, having given us time for repentance, and 
a defire to make uſe of it, he now ihortens 
our labour, and calls us into his preſence, let 
us go with joy; well knowing that, if we 
ſhould be ſo unhappy as to be baniſhed wholly 
from his kingdom, a few years longer enjoy- 
ment of this wo: 1d, would only add to our 
guilt and miſery. Add to all this, that we do 
not enough conſider how hateful fin is: we 
look upon it only with regard to its conſe— 
quences as to ourlelves, but do not conſider 
it as to its heinouſneſs with regard to God. 
If we valued his honour as we do our own, or 
that of a perſon we highly eſteem, we ſhould 
be more careful through life than we now 
are, to prevent the ſins of others, and our 


own; and when called upon by death, ſhould N 


conſider 
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conſider as a favour, the being removed from 
thoſe temptations which continually betray us 


into faults, by which the name of God is 


diſnonoured, and by which we daily add to 
the load of our offences, againſt ſo good and 
gracious a benefactor. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE following Obſervations and Collections were 
made for the moſt part before this little Eſſay was 
thought of; and perhaps ſome paſſages in them may 
ſeem foreign to the ſubject: on which account, as well 
as the length of ſome of the pieces, they are placed here 
together. Thoſe readers who have conſulted comments 
on the Apocalypſe, will readily ſee I have ventured on 
ſome new notions; a thing which I am ſo far from 


valuing myſelf upon, that 1 think it needs an apology. 
Where religion is concerned, novelty always carries 


with it a ſuſpicion of falſhood ; but I beg the candid 
reader wil] not condemn me anheard : | this Eſſay is 
only the fourth part of a larger Work, ready at any 
time for the. preſs, in which the ſubject is examined 


more fully, and authorities and reaſons given for every 


deviation from received opinions. Should the fale of 


this ſmaller work enable the author to publiſh the other, 
it will be accompanied with two copper- plates; the one 
| ſhewing in a diſtin view the plan of the three chief 


| viſions; and the other collecting in different columns 
all the paſſages of Scripture, which mention the divine 


Schechina, or ſymbolical appearance of Jehovah : theſe 


may be fold ſeparate, If the larger Work is ever pub- 
© liſhed, the Editor will take back, if deſired, this leſſer 
4 Work | in part of payment, 


Ns. 1. 


— * - —— 
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No. 1. Rev. iv. 3. It is ſo often ſaid in Scripture, 


that no man can ſee God as he is; no man can ſee the 


Father, but the Son; &c. that it ſeems probable that 


even here the repreſentation is not of the Father, but of 
Chriſt as God ſitting in the throne of his Father, and 
with him; who, though preſent, is inviſible. (See Ne. 


3. App) The ſame, 2. e. Chriſt, is repreſented by the 


Lamb ſlain, in his human nature; ſtanding in the midſt 
of the elders; 7. e. in the middle way between both: 
he is {aid to come and take the book, which ſhews he 


is not in the throne as man, though as God he is The 
deſcription of the Perſon in the throne is much the 
ſame as that Ezek. i. and probably the ſame ſeen by 
the elders in Horeb, when “ they {aw the God of II- 
„ rael:“ Exod, xxiv. 10. the ſame emblematical repre- 
ſentation every where. 

A rainbow : (See the numbers following) this meteor, 
being appointed as the token of the covenant after the 


Deluge, appears here with great propriety, as a pledge 
of mercy : it is every where mentioned as a part of 
the glorious appearance of God, and is called, Fan 


Ixxxix. 36. che faithful wituets in heaven. 


No. 2 The Fx FE remarks are from Doad's 
notes, folio Bible. Rev. i. 4. The Ho'y Spirit appears 
to be meant by the ſeven ſpirits which are before the 


throne: ver. 8 I am Alpha, a $50 Pantacrator (See 


Col. i. 17, Heb. i. 3. 2 Cor. vi. 13.) he who holds, 4 e. 
ſuperintends, ſuppo: ts, and governs 8 Alwighey, 
The girdle {(verie 13.) as Dan. x. 5. is a token for 
ſtrength and readineſs for action. Verſe 20. Angels 
of the ſeven churches—an oiticer of the {ynagogue was 


called an angel and eplicopus. Verſe 18 tell, 


Hades, a concealed place, iv the Saxon. Ch. ii. - 
Hidden manna—that which was laid up in the temple 
as a ſymbol of incocruption. Ch. iii. 7. He that is 


true — verum — God is truth, Verſe 14. The beginning 
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of the creation of God, the Head over the creation, 
the prince or ruler (of it). Verſe 16. Spue thee out; 
alluding to the circumſtance of being lukewarm. Ch. 
iv. 6. Sea of glaſs, brazen laver Verſe 2. I was in 
the ſpirit, 1. e. ſaw in a viſion, ſymbols, not real be- 
ings. Verſe 8. The ſong {of the Animalia) the ſame as 
Iſa. vi. 2, 3. Verſe 11. For thy pleaſure, through thy 
will, they are and were formed. Ch. v. 3. No man, 
no perſon (in French nul) was able to open the book 


Ne. 3. Though it is expreſsly ſaid of Moſes, Num, 
x11. 8. The ſimilitude of the Lord ſhall he behold:“ 
but to the people, Deut. iv. 12. ſpeaking of the ſame 
tranſaction, wiz. the giving of the law from mount Si- 
nai z „you heard the voice of the words, but ſaw no 


e manner of ſimilitude;“ and again, ver, 15. you 


 * ſaw no manner of ſimilitude on the day that the Lord 
: * Jehovah ſpake unto you in Horeb, out of the midſt 
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of the fire, leſt you corrupt yourſelves, and make 
4 « you a | rt image, the ſimilitude of any figure, the 
| © likene 

| poſe that the divine ſymbols were intended to be con- 
| cealed from the worſhippers of Jehovah, any more than 
| the ark was, though they never {aw it uncovered. The 
| ark was deſcribed by Moſes, and ſo were the divine 
{ hieroglyphycks ſeen by him, in thoſe books which all 
were to hear or read. Doubtleſs they were inſtructed 
chat theſe things were only tokens of the Divine pre- 
ſence, and not images of the very perſon of God, 
which is no object of ſenſe: but yet the ſight of the 
very ſymbols was not allowed to all, becauſe of the 
proneneſs of mankind to idetatry. The choice of the 
ark for the token of the p eſence of Jehovah, and the 
variety of ſymbols uſed to expreſs his attributes, were 
probably intended to prevent the moſt diſtant thought 


s of male or female ;”—yet we are not to ſup- 


of their being the Deity itſelf yet they were to be re- 


verenced on account of the ſymbolical repreſentations 


they 
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| they expreſſed ; the whole of which is, I ſuppoſe, im- 


poſſible for us now to underſtand, but they were pro- 
bably well known to the Hebrews ; at leaſt the epiſlle 


addreſſed to them ſeems to ſuppoſe as much. 


No. 4. The moſt minute account we have of the glory 
of Jehovah, and of the cherubic chariot by which it was 
conveyed, is in the prophet Ezekiel, who lived at the 
time of the captivity 3 and they are probably deſcribed 


in that manner by him, in order to preſerve the me- 


mory of what had been the token of the ivine pre- 
ſence under the firſt temple, for from that time all mi- 
raculous interpoſition ceaſed. The glory Jehovah was 
never reſtored to the ſecond temple; the oracle, the 
trial for jealouſy, the cure of leproſy are mentioned no 
more; and the glory of the ſecond temple was wholly 


owing to the preſence of Chriſt, with which it was fa- 


voured to the laſt times. 3 

The viſion, as deſcribed, by the river Chebar, be- 
gins by a whirlwind from the north, and a cloud with 
fire infolding itſelf; brightneſs (7. e. the rainbow) was 
about it, and out of the midſt the colour of amber. 


Alſo out of the midſt of it the likeneſs, or ſimilitude, 
of four living creatures, with each four faces and four 


wings, their feet were flrait feet, and the ſole of their 
feet like the ſole of a calf's foot, they ſparkled like 
burniſhed braſs; hands of a man (were) under their 
wings, their wings were joined, they turned not, they 
went every one ſtrait forward (one face of each being 
directed to whatever ſide they went, denoting the uni- 
verſal providence of the Deity), their wings were 
ſtretched upwards, and two covered their bodies: their 


appearance was like burning coals; the appearance of | 


Jamps went up and down; and out of the fire went 
forth lightnings, and the living creatures ran and re- 
turned as a flaſh of lightning ; one wheel was by each 
of them; their work as a wheel within a wheel, (i. e. 
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croſſing each other at right angles, ſo as to be ready to 
move every way); they as well as the living creatures 


were full of eyes, (a ſymbol of the omnipreſence of 


God); they moved all together, and one ſpirit guided 
the whole. The likeneſs of a firmament was above 
upon the heads of the living creature, here ſpoken of 


in the ſingular, as one; and above the firmament was 


a throne, and on the ſimilitude of the throne the fimili- 
tee of a man, from the loins upwards, and downwards 


as the appearance of fire. This viſion Ezekiel ſaw ſe- 
veral times, and I knew it, ſays he to be the cherubim, 


7. e. the token of the divine Preſence ſo called. He 
ſpeaks of the glory Jehovah going up from the cherub 
or cherubim (for the ſingular or plural are indifferently 
uſed by him} and of its returning to it again, which 


ſnews the cherubic chariot to be ſeparate and diſtinct 


from the glory which is ſaid to inhabit it, leaving it at 
leaſure, and returning to it again. Ezek, x. 4, 18. 
Mr. Hutchiſon and his followers ſuppoſe the cheru- 
bim placed at the eaſt of the garden of Eden to have been 
the viſion ſeen by Ezekiel at the river Chebar ; and they 
ſuppole it to be placed there, not to guard the tree of 


life, but to keep, i. e. to preſerve, the way to it. They 


conſider the living creatures alſo as ſacred emblems of 
a trinity of perſons, and of the union of the divine and 


human creatures. The firſt ſuppoſal is probably right, 


however it may be as to the latter; and it is no objection _ 
to the ſeveral viſions being, as to moſt things, the fame, 
that the firſt appearance is not deſcribed with the cir- 
cumſtances mentioned as to the laſt, for there was no 
need it ſhould. When Moſes wrote the book of Geneſis, 
it was not needful he ſhould relate minutely tranſactions 
already well known by tradition : accordingly we ſee 
his narrative 1s every where very conciſe, and fitted 
only to preſerve the remembrance of the moſt i impor- 
tant facts. From the days of Adam to the time of the 
Exodus 2 FF 2 years had paſſed, during which time Je- 
* hovah 
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bovah had manifeſted his preſence frequently to the 
patriarchs ; and his ſymbols were certainly well known, 


fince Abraham was ſo well ſatisfied that it was God 
which ſpake to him, that he ſubmitted to the command 


concerning Iſaae without the leaſt doubt or heſitation: 


it was therefore ſufficient for Moſes only io mention 


the cherubim and the fire; the Hebrews probably knew 
what he meant; and ſo may we, if we attend to ocher 


parts of the Scripture ; but without this the word che- 


©  Tubim conveys no idea; nor could a flaming ſword be 
the ſymbol ſhewed to Adam, he and his children being, 


I ſuppoſe, for a long time unacquainted with any ſuch 
inſtrument of deſtruction. Mr. Hutchinſon renders the 


Hebrew words by“ a pointed flame, or fire infolding 


* 1t{elf,” as others alſo do. Some may perhaps object 


that this flaming ſword, or fire, is ſaid, Gen. 111. 24. to 
turn every way, whereas i it is ſaid of the fiery chariot in 


the prophet, that“ it turned not, when it went ;” but 
theſe expreſſions are eaſily reconciled, though they ſeem 


to contradict each other; for the form of the cherubic 
_ Chariot was ſuch that it turned every way, that is, 
moved to every quarter of the heavens, and yet turned 
not, when it went, the faces and the wheels being ready 


to move towards every place where the ſpirit pleaſed to 


direct. The wheels ſpoken of by Ezekiel, though 


they differed in their form from other wheels, being, 


as it were, of a globular ſhape, are nevertheleſs called | 
by him en aphenim, which is the common name 
for a wheel in the Hebrew tongue: but chap. x 13. 


though till called pd apherim, a new name is 


added; they are addreſſed in the vocative caſe, and the 


word 5153 Galgal or Gilgal is uſed, which our tranſla- 
tors have rendered, O wheel,” an expreſſion which 
conveys no idea to the Englim reader The Engliſh 
Bible of 15 36 expreſſes it, O Gilgal,” inſtead of 
O wheel.” A fooliſh application of this text has 


made 3 it a ſubject of ridicule to ome, of wonder to 


others, 
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others, and much ſport has been made with a very ſe- 


rious paſſage of Scripture. It is well known that the 


giving of names was frequently done in a prophetic 


view, or by divine appointment for a memorial: thus 


Jehovah himſelf. Joſh. v. q, 10. gives the name Gil— 


gal to the place where the rite of circumciſion was re- 


newed, and explains at the ſame time the meaning of 
the word, “for I have rolled away (fays he) the re- 


«© proach of Egypt,“ viz. by the covenant of mount 
Sinai, into which by circumciſion they were now initi- 


ated ; which ſhews that the word baba Gleal expreſles 


the action of a wheel, not the wheel itſelf, which is 
called ip in the very chapter and verſe of Ezekiel, 


where the name 5153 Grlgal is given to it; pointing at 
a new and more glorious revolution, to be followed by 


a new Temple, new Jeruſalem, &c. Perhaps the word, 


„O revol ver,“ inſtead of O wheel,” would have been 
better underſtood. Arias Montanus however makes uſe 
of the word rota, i. e. a wheel, in this place, though he 
tranſlates H Gilgal by rewelutio, Joſh. v. 10. The 
prophet Daniel, chap. vii. 9. {peaking of the throne 
on which the Ancient of Days fat, ſays ; “ his wheels 
(15252, Galgaluthi) were as burning fire”—which con- 
formity of expreſſion in two prophets nearly cotempo- 
rary, is remarkable; eſpecially as their prophecies re- 
ſemble each other, in ſeveral other circumſtances, Come. 
pare Pſ. Ixxvii. and xcvil, | 3 

It is remarkable that no wheels are mentioned in the 
deſcription, Rev. iv. 2. perhaps, this may be the rea- 
ſon. The giving the law from mount Sinai was a 
change, from the religion of the patriarchs, to that of 
Moſes contained in the law, which was “ added becauſe 
* of tranſgreſſion, till the ſeed, i. e. Chriſt, ſhould come.” 
At his coming a ſecond change took place, foretold by * 
the Prophet's viſion, the law being fulfilled : but Chriſt 
being come in the laſt times, no other religion was to 
take place, no change or revolution to be expected, but 
CD 55 the 


many examples, as Pf. cv. 28. he ſent darkneſs,” is 


Son proceedeth the Holy Ghoſt, who having all but 
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the end of all things. When I ſay no other religion, 1 


would not however be underſtood as ſuppoſing religion 
ever to have been changed : no, the patriarchs and the 


Jews worſhipped, as we do, one God through one Me- ; 
diator: the changes were only as to the outward cere- 
monies and ſymbols, | 


What is rendered Pf. lxxvii.“ thy thunder was heard 
« round about,” is, thy thunder was heard in Gil- 
« pal.” To this it may be objected, that the next verſe 
ſpeaks of the paſſing the ſea, which was before they 
came to Gilpal: but of ſuch tranſpoſitions there are 


ſet before the turning the wateis into blood; and Pf. 


cvi. 17. the rebellion of Corah, &c. is ſpoken of be- 
fore the worſhipping the golden calf. mo 


Ne. 6, & Seven lamps which are the ſeven ſpirits of 


*« God.”—Not only lamps, but. bread, oil, and water, 
are ſymbols of the Holy Spirit in the Scripture: but 
ſome are unwilling to admit the bodily ſhape like a 
dove, Luke iii. 22. they chuſe rather to underſtand the 
expreſſion of a light playing over the head of Chriſt 
(at his baptiſm); and reſembling the motions of a dove, 


fluttering in the air. I am very ready to allow this ſenſe, 


as the arguments for it, if I remember right, do not 
ſeem forced: at the fame time I can ſee no objection to 
the literal ſenſe, becauſe I think the dove as proper for 


a ſymbol of the Holy Ghoſt, as water, oil, or lamps, 


the ſtill ſmall voice heard by Elijah, or the fiery 
tongues: all are corporeal emblems, all alike unfit in 
themſelves to repreſent the Holy Spirit ſuch as he is, 


Notes from a black. letter Bible 1536. 
© Rev. iv. 5. Out of the throne proceed lightning 


and thunders, &c. and ſeven lamps which are the ſeven | 


ſpirits of God, From the throne of the Father and the 


one 
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one throne declare the unity of the Godhead.—In the 
midſt and round about the throne (or under it) four 
beatts—called cherubim. Ezek. x. 10.” . 

There is mentioned in the viſion of Ezekiel, chap. i. 
13. the going up and down of lamps, within; but in 
the viſion Rev. iv. 5. the lamps proceed from the throne, 
2. Whether the reaſon of this difference may be, that 
the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe ſeven-fold gifts the ſeven lamps 
repreſent, ©** was not yet given” in the days of Ezekiel, 


i becauſe that Jeſus was not yet gloritied.” John vii, 39. 


Ne. 6, Rev. iv. and Rev. xi. 18. It ſeems plain 
from Mr. Mede that the viſions here deſcribed, are two- 
fold at leaſt; ſynchroniſing, not ſucceſſive; but with 
ſubmiſſion to ſo great a Maſter of Divinity, J humbly 
think the firſt viſion ſhould end with verſe 18. of chap. 
xi. the ſecond viſion begin with the following verſe; 
and that the viſion concerning Babylon chap. xvii. 1. 

ſhould be conſidered as an enlarged picture of the lat- 
ter part of the ſecond viſion. I think alſo it would be 


worth conſidering, whether the 144,000 in the firſt vi- 


fion, are the ſame as the 144,000 in the ſecond, be- 
cauſe there is a ftriking difference in the characters of 
them. | 5 5 a 


The ſealing the 144, 0 The 144, ooo, chap. xiv. 
is, Chap. vii. 3. from all 1. are mentioned after the 
the tribes of Iſrael. number of the beaſt, wz. 


Its time 1s, during the 


 fixth ſeal, and after the 


complaint of the ſouls un- 
der the altar: the intent 1s 


to ſecure theſe from the 


diſtreſs 'coming on, and 
particularly from the four 
angels and the horſeman : 


ſo that they are in a ſtate 


of trial. 


ſong, which none could 


within the times of the 


Gentiles, as belonging to 
F. E. and Iſrael is not 
named. Their time is the 
reign of the ſecond beaſt 
and his image, i. e. during 
the 42 months. 8 
Their ſong is a new 


It 


It is followed by the ap- 
pearance of the multitude 
in white, with palms, wor- 
ſhipping the Lamb; and 
of theſe, probably includ- 
ing the former, it is ſaid 
that they came out of tri- 
bulation, and had waſhed 
their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb: and their re- 
ward is foretold, I ſuppoſe 
by way of anticipation, 
The waſhing in the blood 
expreſſes the ſtate of re- 
penting ſinners; and of 
ſuch, ſtruggling with temp- 


216 1 


learn; and they are called 
virgins, and ſaid to be re- 


deemed from the earth, to 


be firſt fruits, and to be 


without fault, without guile 


tations this company ſeems 


to be compoſed. 


The next thing in courſe. 


is the half hour's filence, 
and the trumpets in order, 
upon the opening of the 
| ſeventh ſeal. 


Obſerve alſo, that theſs 


are mentioned when ſeal- 


'and to follow the Lamb ; 


all which ſeems to be a 
deſcription of young chil- 
dren; whereas the former 
144,000 ſeem to be mar- 
tyrs, or at leaſt ſufferers 
for the teſtimony of Jeſus, 


The next thing here in 
courſe, 1s the publiſhing 


of the everlaſting Goſpel. 


ed, as being in the world, 


and there to continue. 


Theſe are mentioned as 
ſtanding on mount Sion: 


as being ever with the 
Lamb; as ſeparate from 
the world. 


From theſe different characters I am apt to believe 
the firſt 144,000, being a complete fulneſs of 12 by 
12, denotes the faithful from the Jewiſh as well as Chriſ- 
tian church, which lived in obedience to the laws of 
God. The ſecond ſeems to denote thoſe innocent 
children taken unto God without ſuch a trial, whoſe 
muſt be very great, and of whoſe n we finners 


can form 1 no notion. 


This 


e in 
ning 
'pel. 


d as 
ion: 

the 
from 


lieve 
2 by 
hriſ- 
ws of 
ocent 
vhoſe 
inners 


This 


chat had an endynone is mentioned as to 517: its place 
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This fourteenth chapter ends with a deſcription of 


: the ripe harveſt {probably the wheat mentioned by St. 


John Baptiſt) being gathered; and the vine, i. e. the 
church (See [ſ.iah v 1.) being ſtripped ; and her eluſ- 
ters, ripe alſo, but for deſtruction, being caſt into the 


wine-preſs of wrath. Chap. xv. 1. mentions, as in a 


parentheſis, and by way of anticipation, the ſeven laſt 
plagues to be afterwards deſcribed; and then ver. 2. 
returns to deſcribe the reward of the juſt, finging the 
ſong of Moſes and the Lamb; which ſeems to be the 
ſame palm-bearing multitude ſpoken of 1n the former 


| viſion, aſter the ſealing of the 144,000, 


No. 7. Rev. chas ix. If the fulfilling of this | pro- 


phecy is to be found in hiſtory, nothing ſeems to ſuit 


fo well with it, as the remarkable event of the irrup- 
tions of the northern nations, by which the kingdoms 


of Europe were divided, and after a time ſettled under 
diſtinct governments; they came in ſwarms, as if let 


looſe at once; they filled the whole church with igno- 
* Trance and errors; they were the firſt great plague after 


the ceaſing of the perſecutions; they hurt not the graſs, 
&c. that is, they were not real locuſts, but men, op- 
prefling and tormenting their fellow creatures; though X 
they ſhould not iu them, i. e. ſhould not ſeek wholly to 
deſtroy thm, but to bring them into fubjection as ſlaves 

or vailals ; as indeed they did, their oppreſſion being ſo 
cruel that men might indeed wiſh for death and grieve 
not to findjit. The circumſtance of their long hair is very 
deſcriptive, (ſome of their princes being named from it) 
and ſo is the name Deſtruction, or the Deſtroyer, by 


whom they are ſaid to be led on. The five months 
contain probably 150 days, or years, but we are not as 
yet clear enough as to the hiſtory of thoſe times to fix 
the beginning or end of that period. 


The ſecond Woe has characters diſtinct "BR the firſt; 


is 


2 18 1 
is pointed out by the river er Euphratez; : the perſons are 
deſcribed as more terrible; the deſtruction is by fire, 
ſmoke, and brimſtone, the firſt conſuming not men only 
but all things; the ſecond bringing darkneſs and igno- 
rance as in the former; the laſt leaving a laſting ſtench 
behind it, ſtupitying the ſenſe; all which ſcems to 
agree with the deſcription of Mahomet and his follow- 
ers the Arabian horſemen, the deſtroyers of the Eaſt, 
When I fay no end of this woe is mentioned, I mean no 
end till the end of all things, when the voice of the ſe- 
0 venth trumpet ſounding ſhall proclaim the third woe, 
i and there ſhall be no more time. 1 wonder that in cal- 
„ culating the times none of our writers, as far as I know, 
have reckoned the 42 months or 1260 days from the 
* | Hegyra. As the Mahometans ſeem to be the very 52. 
| h | tiles to whom the treading down the Holy City is 
ven, and their epocha is remarkable, it ſeems to bid a as 
fair for probability as any: it begins A. D. 622. to 
iY which add 1260. it would end 1882; or ſooner, if we 
[ 5 reckon by lunar years: need I add, chat all ſuch gueſſes 
jf ſeem quite uncertain ? 

By power in their mouths and in their ſtings or tails, 
is probably to be underſtood, what was true of the Ma- 
hometans, that the hurt they did unto men was not 
outward, as in the former woe, from the power of their 
arms only, but to the ſouls of men alſo; from the per- 
| nicious doctrine taught by their mouths : ſo that we 
NF ſhould read, inſtead of ““ heir mouths, and their ſtings,” 
4 | as in many caſes we do, their mouths as well as their 
. tails or ſtings; even their tails had heads: ſo, the ſword 
and the doctrine weat always together, wherever the 
power of the Saracen empire extended, Perhaps the 
mention of Idolatry, which at this time began to be 
received even into the Chriſtian church, may alſo point 

out the time of Mahomet, ſent 0 > puniſh this ſin. of the 
Chriſtians in particular. 
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No, 8. Rev. xi. 7. © Beaſt that aſcendeth.” This is 
the wounded beaft, viſion Fat. Eccleſ. the ſame on which 
the woman in ſcarlet fits, viſion 3. VIZ, the beaſt which 
was, and is not, and yet is: he is red like the dragon, 
has ſeven heads and ten crowns like him ; but the dra- 
z0n is ſaid to have but {even crowns on his ſeven heads, 5. 
the beaſt to have ten crowns on his ten horns: he is 
alſo mentioned chap. xiii. 1. to have riſen from the ſea 
here he aſcends out of the bottomleſs pit as the locuſts 
in the former viſion did. Of this place, Abaddon, 1. e. 
the deflroyer, i is ſaid to be the angel ch ix, 11. and in 
this place the dragon himſelf is confined for a thou- 
ſand years, chap. xx. 2. 3. It has been obſerved that 
this beaſt unites in one, the leopard, the bear, and the 
lion, ie the three firſt beaſts in Davie], and the ten 
horns of the fourth beaſt with its blaſ phemies, i its power, 
&c. This conformity is to be remarked, for if the 
book of the Revelations is a true prophecy, as it cer- 


| tainly is, it muſt be explained by Daniel, and the pro- 
| phecy of Daniel by 1 it: but conſidered only as an hu- 


man compoſition, it ſhews at leaſt in what ſenſe the pro- 


| phecies of Daniel were underſtood at the time this 
book was written; which all muſt own was very early. 


1 Cor. xv. 42. As the laſt day has 2 reference to 


| former days, ſo the /a/? trump may be ſuppoſed to have 
the ſame to former trumpets; from which it would 
| ſeem probable that the ſeven trumpets in the Apoca- 
| lypſe, as well as the other figures in that prophecy, 
were familiar to the ancient Jews, though not attended 

| to by the modern Jews, or even by Chiiftians. See 
| Rev. x. 7. Exod. xix. 19. ſee alſo the taking of Jeri- 
cho, and the feaſt of expiation, the e on 
mount Sinai, &c. 


No. 9. In the viſion Fat, Imperii; the angel declares, 


| chap. 3 5 6. * that there ſhould be time no longer,” 
but ** in the days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, 


64 „when 


2 1 
ö 238 
| ; 
0 
| : 
i 
5 : | 
Ii 
} 
iy 4 
Q | | ? 
1 
\ 4 
: 


( 120 J 


00 when he ſhall begin to ſound, the myſtery of God 
«« ſhould be finiſhed.” Accordingly, chap. xi. 15. the 
ſeventh angel does ſound, and is followed by the cir- 


 camftances mentioned above, the judgment, &c. all 


which conclude the viſion. So likewiſe, viſion Far. 
Eccle/. at the 17th verſe of the 16th chapter, to which 


the margin of our Bible refers us, we find after the ſe- 


venth vial, a voice from the throne, ſaying ; * It is 


done,“ and then follow events reſembling thoſe men- 


tioned at the end of the 11th chapter, though told more 


at large. We may therefore conclude from this con- 

formity alſo, that the end of the viſion Far. Imper:i and 

the beginning of Fat. Eccleſiæ is at the opening of the 
temple, or Holy of Holies, as chap. xi. 19. 


No, 10. „It is the beaſt with two horns that cau- 


+ ſeth all, &c. to receive a mark: It is he alſo, I ap - 
prehend, that in the former verſe, ch. xiii. 15. cauſeth 
ſuch to be killed, that worſhip not the image of the 


beaſt. © He had power to give life to the image,” ſays 


our tranſlation, ** that the image ſhould beth ſpeak, and | 


«*« cau'z that as many as would not worſhip the image 
* of the beaſt, ſhould be killed.“ By which expreſſions, 


with the word rb, the cauſing to be killed, ſeems to 


be the act of the image: but I think, with all due ſub- 
miſſion, there is nothing in the original anſwering to 
the word both; and the fenſe ſeems clearer, if it be un- 
derſtood of the two horned beaſt, that is, the falſe pro- 
phet, as being the perſon acting throughout. | 


No. 11. In an Eſſay on che Revelations the reader | 
will perhaps expect to find ſomething ſaid as to Biſhop 


Bedel's obſervation, that the number of the beaſt is 7 


contained in his name; that is to ſay, the letters of the 


Word Romith, or Rumiith in the Hebrew; and the ſame. 
may be ſaid as to the Greek letters which form the word 
Lateinos : they each give the number 666, It is well 


known 


32828 
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known that the Hebrew and Greek letters were the 


| figures uſed by thoſe nations, 


= 


" „ 3 is 30 
ye 7 6: AA _ 

Dl „ — 300 
* — 10 3 — 5 
. — |S — 10 
n — 490 NN — 50 
— 0 o — 70 
6 -$ — 50 

666 


— 


This at firſt fight may ſeem childiſh; for one is apt to | 


ſuppoſe that many ſuch concurrences of letters might be 
found out to ſuit the ſame number to other proper 
names, as of cities, perſons, &c. but Dr. Newton, who 
takes the thing more ſeriouſly than I believe the former 
Biſhop did, ſays; I think that it would be very diffi- 

cult, if not impoſſible, to bring ſuch another example 
of the ſame number and another name agreeing pre- 
ciſely with one another, in either language.” Let them 


that have nothing better to do, try the experiment. 


Dr. Newton alſo gives, I think, ſufficient authorities 
for the word Lareinos being written. with an E, which 
is neceſſary to complete the number 666. Dr. Wall, p. 
401, ſays this was a tradition mentioned by Irenzus, 
Lib. V. ch. 30. Dr. Dodd in his Bible gives a like 


: obſervation on the word My/tery from the Hebrew word 


Sethur © 60, IN 400, 16, 1200; 666, The Romiſh 
author mentioned in a note, p. 23. who takes the name 
of Paſtorini, gives another, viz. Maometis; M 40, A 1, 


O 70, M 40, E 5, T zoo, Io, S 200; 666. 
L. Mohavia 
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Mohavia and Pope Vitalian, 666. The circumſtances I 
relating to theſe two men are remarkable. Mahomet |: 
can hardly be ſaid to have poſſeſſed any empire; after 


| his death, the ſucceſſion was divided, though the con- I | 
queſts were ſtill carried on; but A. D. 661, upon the 
ceſſion of Haſin fon of Ali, the whole extenſive Empire 


became ſubject to Mohavia as Chaliph: and in 677 4 


Conſtantine Pogonatus made peace with him. 


As to Vitalian he was Pope from 658 to 673, He 
notified his election to the Emperor Conſtantine, father 
of Conſtantine Pogonatus, or perhaps deſired, as others 
had done, to be confirmed of him, and in 663 he re- 
ceived him as his ſovereign at Rome: which I think is 


the laſt inſtance of any Greek Emperors appearing at ' 
Rome in that character. Eleven years after the death 
of Vitalian, one of his ſucceſſors, Benoit II. A. D. 684. 
received (for reaſons not recorded) from the Emperor 
Conſtantine Pogonatus, letters by which the Popes were 
allowed to be ordained without the Emperor's concur- 
rence: the bad effects of which independence particu- 

larly in riotous elections, ſhewed themſelves in leſs than 
three years after. . 


* 


When we are ſo expreſsly told that the day of the 


Lord ſhall come as a thief in the night, it is amazing 
that ſo much time ſhould have been ſpent, in connect- 
ing the number of the Beaſt with any particular year 
of the world, or of our Lord's Incarnation; inſtead of 
applying it to its proper uſe, which ſeems ſimply to be 
that of a Regulator, connecting the parts of the viſion 
to which it belongs; firſt with each other, and then 
with its correſpondent viſion. By it we are carried on 
1260 years, through the Court of the Gentiles and to 
the end of the preaching of the witneſſes; by it we are 
carried back 360 years for the times of the inner court, 
and 150 years within the ſame period for the times of 
of the locuſts; by it the times of the firſt fix ſeals and 
firſt five trumpets are limited, and a total ſum of 1926 

FS F | 1 . years 


2 
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years is given, for the accompliſhment of the things of 


that prophecy, ſaving what is to follow, the death of 


the witneſſes, By it, and by the rule of ſynchroniſms, 
we are taught how to reckon fowards the times of the 


beaſt, and the flight of the woman ; and to go back 


: 6066 for the beginning of the concurring vißon. Fat. 
2 Eccl. and to the birth of the Man Child, ſuppoſed to 


be Chriſt. What concerns the firſt of thele ſeems 
certain; what relates to the latter, only highly probable; 
for the preciſe year of Chriſt's birth is not known; 
and we are alſo left uncertain as to the interval from 
the end of the ſeveral ſynchroniſms, to the ſounding of 
the ſeventh trumpet. we 

If taking this ſame number for a regulator of 


1 the times of Daniel, we add to 666, his 1290 days, or 
2 years, ch. x11, 11.12 ; we ſhall have a table of 1956 


years: or if we add to the ſame, his 1335 days, 


q which ſeems to be the utmoſt bound of his pro- 


phecies, as connected with thoſe of the Apocalypſe; 
the total will be 2001 years: agreeing with the Jewiſh 


tradition as to the latter times: and have a connected 


courſe of events, occupying ſo long a ſpace as 2001 
years is, or even the ſhorter number, viz. 19563 


3 though we know not exactly where to place them, 


becauſe not being ſure either of the year in which 
Chriſt was born, or of that in which any one event has 
happened, we cannot know when thoſe things will 
have an end ; yet we may be certain that the times 


draw near, and may prepare for the event; which is 


ſufficient as to practice. When we fee Jerufalem, the 
Church of Chriſt, encompaſſed with enemies, let us 
flee to the mountain, to the rock of our defence ; and 
let us admire the providence of God which keeps us in 
ſuſpenie, and in conſtant dependance on his wiſdom 
when the knowledge of the date of one ſingle event, 
(an event which one would have thought could never 
have been forgotten, I mean the Birth of Chriſt), 

e = would 
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3 . 
time of the end certain. 

No 12. With this notion concerning blaſphemy and 
the Anti-chriſt, agrees what is ſaid 1 John iv. 2, 3,— 


have made the whole clear, and me 1 
1 1 5 
the in 
1 the p 
imag. 


Every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come 4 
in the fleſh, is of God, and every ſpirit that confelleth f 


not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is not of God: 
By adding 


and this is that /pirir of Anti-chriſt, 


the words /pirir of, and by the turn of expreſſion in 3 


the former part, our tranſlators have however, I appre- 
hend, confined the ſenſe; as if the confeſſion of Chriſt's _ 


being come in the fleſh, was alone ſufficient to prove : 
the perſon ſo confeſiing, to be of God; whereas the 
words in the original are, every ſpirit which con- 


feſſeth Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh, or, come in the fleſh, 


is of God:“ which expreſſion is much more extenſive; 1 


for there the confeſſion is reſtrained to one circumſtance | 


concerning Chriſt, but here it takes in every thing z 
revealed concerning him; for he who confeſſes Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, acknowledges him as his Saviour, his teacher, 


and his judge ; but he who confeſſes not Jeſus Chriſt, 


that is, who denies him, is Anti- chriſt, the oppoſer of 3 
Chriſt; and enliſted under Satan's banner, having the 


name of blaſ phemy 1 in his forehead, 


No 13. Rev. xiii. 14. Concerning the i image, it is 
eaker to ſay what it is not, than what it is: as firſt ; 
it is not an idol made with hands, for the two- Led 
beaſt, or falſe prophet, has power to give life unto it: 
—- that it ſhould ſpeak. 

2dly. It is not a creature of God, as the devil is, 
tho' wicked; for the image is made by them that 
dwell on the earth, not by God; nor yet is it by the 
power, but by the perſuaſion of the falſe prophet, 

that it is made. 

zal. It 1 is not coeval with the beaſt, whoſk | image 

it 


e 
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4 it is, but the falſe prophet comes after the beaſt, and 


thei image aſter the falſe prophet; yet all continue till 


1 image is 
ne 4thly. Not a being of ſhort continuance,—lt is not 
th however, 
1.4 5thly. A principal character, for it is only 1 8 
ne with the mark, or name, as an object of worſhip to 
Bo the ſervants of the beaſt. 
2 thly. It is not the image of Babylon, or the whore; 
„ | therefore not a city, as the ſcarlet woman is. 
ve | 7tbly. It is not a prophet, or teacher, as the falſe 
ne | Prophet is, for it is not his image, but the image of the 
1. | firſt beaſt, from whom the ſecond beaſt, or falſe * 
h. bhet receives his power. 
Sthly. It is not an image of any ſpiritual being ; ; 
e for it is not an image of the dragon, but of the beaſt 
8 Who had the wound: therefore probably neither 
hel wickedneſs, nor any inward, ſpiritual thing, is 
g 2?  qthly. the point of reſemblance ; but ſomething 
1 outward and apparent to all : io that if the beaſt from 
57 the ſea be a kingdom or power, having dominion; an 
empire, viz, that of Rome; this image, the likeneſs 
pol that beaſt, muſt, one ſhould ſuppoſe, be a power or 
empire alſo ; having ſome faint reſemblance to the 
1 former, and ſupported by it, and by its ruler ; to wit, 
the falſe prophet. | 
1 | lothly. The image is not one of the three com- 
„ manders, or the three unclean ſpirits, which gather 
kings, Kc. to the battle of Armageddon. Nor is it 
J t1ithly. mentioned as ſharing in their puniſhment : 
: tit ſeems itſelf to have periſhed before: tho? the puniſh- 
„ment of thoſe who had worſhipped it, is mentioned 
" | afterwards, at the pouring out of the firſt vial ; and 
* | the reward of thoſe who had not worſhipped it, is 
| Placed at the beginning of the thouſand years; that is, 
+ after the beaſt itſelf is ſubdued, If with the Italian 
3 L 3 tante 


| the pouring out of the firſt vial, at leaſt, ſo that the 
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tranflation we read Rev. xiii. verſe 15. thus; And 
he had power to give life unto the image of the beaſt, 
that the image of the beaſt ſhould alſo ſpeak: and to 
cauſe, that as many, &c. “ —If, I ſay, we follow this 
rendering of the paſſage, (and I think ſome of our 5 
own writers do,) then the perſecution mentioned in 
the latter part of the verſe will belong to the beaſt 
only, not to the image, and the image will appear 
here, as in other places, to be a being wholly paſſive, %: 
an image indeed, a tool of the falſe prophet : which * 


will give us a 


12th, and laſt character of it, viz. its inſignifi- 


candy. 


No 14. Should England, according to a plan ſeriouſly * 1 
| Propoſed in the Monthly Review, June 1777, which 


came to my hand May 5th. 1778, aboliſh epiſcopacy, 
to enrich the ſtate, the other kingdoms of Europe, 


tho of the Romiſh communion, may be tempted to do 


the ſame, and aſſuming power with the biſhop of 
Rome, in one hour may eſtabliſh him alone univerſal 
biſhop, to rule their ſeveral churches by means of 


monks and mitred abhots ; or by deans and chapters, 


as now, when a biſhopric is vacant ; or perhaps by 
preſbyterian ſynods of the parochial clergy, &c. It 
has been for a long time a favourite doctrine of the 
papacy, that biſhops and prieſts are but one order, and 


that the former act as delegates of the Pope: In con- : 


ſequence of this, ſeveral of their privileges, and ſome 


of their powers were given to mitred abbots long fince; _ 


and even the power of the keys was in fact taken from 
the biſhops, by the reſervation of particular caſes, 
for the abſolution of the Pope alone, whereas the 
power of binding and looſing was conſidered in all 
caſes as belonging to the biſhop, according to the 
notions of the primitive Church ; and preſbyters were 
ſuppoſed to act only as in union with him. A farther 


_ encroachment | 
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3 neroachment on the epiſcopal authority was a few 
Fears ſince carried, I believe without any oppoſition ; 
the prieſts being allowed to perform the office of con- 


firming with chriſm, by an order from the Pope; 
whereas the right of confirmation was ever appropriated 


to the biſhop, in conformity to Acts viii. 13, where it is 


aid, that the Apoſtles were ſent, to lay hands on thoſe 


3 hom Philip had already baptiſed, There is a remark - 


able paſſage in ſome original letters of Cortez to 


I Fehartes the Vth. in which he adviſes the emperor 


againſt the eſtabliſhment of biſhops, and propoſes that 


the Church in Mexico ſhould be only governed by 
2? miſſionaries taken from the monks, under the authority 
of the Pope alone: in ſome ſort as our colonies are 
ſaid to be under the goverment of the biſhop of Lon- 
don: but probably the Popes would have exerted 
7 themſelves more in ſuch a ſituation, than our biſhops 
3 have hitherto done, or would be ſuffered to do. 


No 15. It is not, I think: 1 who are meant by 


the dead in Chriſt,” 1. Theſſ. iv. 16. Some ſeem to 


have reſtrained it to the martyrs: but the account 
Rev. xx. 4. mentions not only ſuch as were beheaded, 
but alſo ſuch as had not worſhipped the beaſt, image, 
&c, which ſeems to concern later times, and perhaps 
may take in all the faithful over whom the ſecond death 
will have no power; though it does not follow that all 
theſe are to ſit as judges, for on the contrary they 
themſelves muſt be judged ; though they may after- 
wards partake of what is called Chriſt's kingdom, and 
reign with him, at ſome time within the thouſand 
years, If this be ſo, the dead which riſe not till the 
thouſand years are ended, will be chiefly ſuch as have 


not known Chriſt ; who poſſibly may then undergo a 


trial, by the deceit of Satan, when let looſe: but 
theſe things are, I ſuppoſe, beyond our power to ſearch 


J out. The account given by St, Paul of this ſame 


| tranſaction 


2 A 
2 2 
" — 


[ 


for himſelf. 


1. br. r 22. 
As in Adam all die, (i. e. 
as death is the conſequence 
of his ſin\, even ſo in 
_ Chriſt ſhall all be mare 


alive, (i. e. all which are 


called to a ſecond life muſt 
live by him) 
man in his own order, 


Chriſt (already riſen as) the 


firſt fruits, afterwards they 


that are Chriſt's at his 
coming, (vis. the firſt re- 
ſurrection): 


laſt enemy ſhall be 
ed, . 


15. we ſhall not all ſleep, dot! we ſhall be chan ed 4 
in a moment, in the twinklug of an eye, at hel 

(or ſeventh) trumpet, (which begins what is called the | 
So when this corruptible ſhall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall have put on 
Immortality, then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying 


thouſand years) : 


128 ] 


reanſaRtion, 1 ſhall here ſet down : 


: but every 


| then cometh. 
the end—when death, the 


1 Theſſ. iv. 15. 


We which are (or ſhall 7 
be) alive, and remain un- 
to the coming of the Lord, 
ſhall not prevent, (or be 
preferred unto) them which 


are aſleep, for the Lord, 


(even Jeſus), ſhall deſcend 7 
from heaven — with the * 


trump of God, and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 
firſt : then we, (i. e. they), 


which are alive — ſhall be 
caught upto meet the Lord; 
in the air, and fo ſhall we 
be ever with the Lord, 


that is Written; Death is ſwallowed up in victory. 
The Apoſtle here ſeems to join in one the coming of 


let the reader judge 


Chriſt and the ſeventh trumpet, and the ſecond meeting 
of Chriſt (in the air), without ſaying any thing of 
the intermediate ſpace of a thouſand years ; at the { 


end of which Mr. Mode ſuppoſes, a freſh manifeſtation 
of Chriſt; different from his reign on earth; and | 
to this he refers the meeting Chriſt in the air ; the 
5 general conflagration, and 108 final judgment. 
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adge "Tenſe, when compared with thoſe of the mind, and to 
fear them, as temptations apt to lead us aſtray; yet 


there is certainly a debt of gratitude owing to that 
„ Being who every moment is ſhowering bleſſings upon 


ſhall ys by means of our ſenſes and appetites, when under 
un- ue regulations. Mere privation of theſe enjoyments, 
ord, were it even attended with no pain, would be ſufficient 
Bag to make life tedious and irkſome: yet moſt men 
hich enjoy theſe benefits, without ever expreſſing their 
ord, gratitude, without conſidering what they enjoy. Many 

7 * for example will think me ridiculous for mentioning 
x48 the pleaſures ariſing from pleaſing ſcents, they conſider 

5 0 natural objects only on account of their utility, which 


3 in moſt of them is very apparent, and look upon a 
) flower as a thing of no conſequence: it has however 


be itz aſe, but that is not what ſhould ftrike us firſt. 


ord 


We ? ſenſations they beſtow, which ſhould awaken our 


ãadmiration and gratitude, for the kind attention of 
that tender Parent, who ſeems to conſuit oniy the 
pleaſure of his children; and courts, as it were, their 


. 4 affection, even by the moſt trifling e:dcarnents. 
the No 17. Some have been ſtrongly perſuaded that 
on by the witneſſes we muſt underſtand Enoch and Elias; 


Jews, to preach three years and a half, and to be killed 


; of aud riſe again, &c. I ſhall not enter into any diſpute as 
* to all this; for ſuppoſing the whole to be foretold, and 
8 certainly to happen, it would not oblige us to think 
theſe to be meant by the witneſſes in the Revelations ; 
M for it is evident that what is ſaid of two preachers in 
ck ſackcloth, with fire coming out of their mouths, cannot 
NC be taken literally; for then we muſt underſtand alſo of 


a literal appearance, the dragon and the beaſt by 


No 16, Though we ought to deſpiſe the pleaſures of 


in flowers and ſhrubs : it is the profuſion of pleaſing 


. who, not having taſted death, they ſuppoſe ſhall come 
ing at laſt, to be the inſtruments of the converſion of the 


whom. 


1 
1 


1 1 
whom they are to by killed; and indeed every circum. lf 
ſtance of the viſions : which I ſuppoſe no body in their 
ſenſes will do. [Symbols not real beings: Dr. Dodd. * 
Ne 18. There is frequent mention of the righteous 
in the intermediate ſtate, both in this book, and other? 
places of Scripture. Oar Saviour faith to the penitent? 
_ thief, ** this day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe ;” } 
and St. Paul, Phil. i. 23, faith, © to be with Chriſt 18 
far better” than to be longer on earth. But, except q 
what is ſaid of the rich man in the parable, I co not 
think, that in the book of Revelations, or any where, 
the intermediate ſtate of the wicked is ſpoken of diſ- 
tinctly: even Judas is only ſaid to be gone © to his 
* own place ;” and in general the wicked are ſpoken of 
as reſerved to the judgment of the great day. The 
_ deliberate ſelf- murderer and the wilful apoſtate are 
however offenders, to whom darkneſs, horror, and the 
want of all comfort ſeem to belong, as a neceſſary * 
conſequence of their faults. It is certain all our knows | b 
ledge is derived from God through Chriſt, his word ws 
and his wiſdom: Let us then ſuppoſe a wretch, | 
whole whole lite has been a ſeijes of crimes, and his b lol 
death the effect of deſpair; what can his fituation be? W 
deprived on his paſſing to the ſtate of death, of all the thi 
| ſenſations of pleaiuie which the body could beſtow, of : all 
all intercourſe with any being whatever, cut off from a | 
all communication with the ſource of light, of joy, | ho 
of hope and comfort; muſt he not be reduced to ſoli- tt. 
tude and darkneſs ; to a ſenſe of exiſtence paſt, preſent |: th 
and to come; but without any power to change his PI 
ſituation, or even to fink nearer to annihilation ? can th 
any hell be imagined more full of horror? yet it is“ * 
only the unavoidable conſequence of his own raſh | 
choice: for no puniſhment whatever is here ſuppoſed þÞ } 
to be inflicted. Can any one fay the Deity is obliged Þ tl 
to deſtroy the exiſtence of ſuch a wretched being, be- ſ 
cauſe he has made himſelf incapable of happineſs— | 

becauſe 


= 
8 


ey I. 
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3 \ecauſe while he exiſts he muſt be wretched ? Perhaps | 
the well-being of worlds yet to be produced, or of 
hoſe co- exiſtent worlds now fo generally talked of, as 


aking a part of our ſyſtem, may require ſome ſuch 


ſevere examples as the puniſhment of wicked men, 
Satan, and his aſſociates. Far be it from me to give 
Ztheſe as my ſerious thoughts, —I pretend not to paſs 
ſentence even on an imaginary being: but certainly 
the fire that is not quenched,” and“ the worm that 
„ dieth not,” are things that have a meaning—and it 


is not in vain ſaid—* he that believeth and is baptiſed 
e ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhall be 
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„ damned :” and again, Fear him that can deſtroy 
„both ſoul and body in hell.” They who would 
conſider thoſe expreſſions as ſymbolical, muſt till 
allow that they have a meaning; and ſuch an one as 
Jought to impreſs on us a religious fear of the juſt judg- 
ments of God. 
that the word damnation means only a loſs—Be it ſo: 


Some comfort themſelves with ſaying, 


but let them ſeriouſly conſider, though the ſenſe of the 


word were no more, what a loſs it is? It is not only a 
| loſs of all thoſe pleaſures for which, ſuch as they are, 
wicked men give up their hopes of eternity; but of all 
7 thoſe innocent enjoyments which life affords; a loſs of 
all power, for in God © we live and have our being ;” 
a loſs of all knowledge; for all we know, or can ever 
hope to know, is from him, the ſource of light and 


truth ; a loſs of all joy, and hope, and comfort, for 
they have baniſhed themſelves from him in whoſe 
preſence is the fullneſs of joy; in ſhort a loſs of every 
but the conſciouſneſs of a miſerable exiſtence. 

Mr. Pope has, I think, imprudently ſaid; “ Wait the 
„great teacher, Death: I doubt fooliſh as the thought. 


' muſt appear, ſome pleaſe themſelves with the idea, 
that the death they wilfully chooſe will open a new 


ſcene ; imagine novelty may be pleafing in another 


| world, as well as here: but alas! what knowledge, 


what 


„„ 4 
what pleaſure, can he hope for, that dares to ruſh | 
unbidden into the preſence of au offended Deity, 


whoſe bleſſings he has ſlighted, and of whoſe happineſs |: 
he has rendered himſelf not only unworthy ; but hath | 
by vicious habits, made him incapable to enjoy it? 
Death to ſuch can open no ſcene, but a ſcene of 


horror. 


Ne 19. Heb. i. 3. Upholding all things by the 
word, or law, of his power: it is not ſaid, by his 


providence, his mercy, &c. but by his power; for the 
upholding here ſpoken of, is an act of power equal to 
that of producing all things out of nothing. Creation, 


though completed in one reſpect within fix days, is in | 
other reſpects a continued act; for God himſelf cannot | 
create a being independent on himfelf : all created | 
beings muſt return to nothing, if not upheld by the | 


ſame power which produced them; and this power is 
by the Apoſtle here attributed to the Son of God. 

No 20. The water of life ſpoken of Rev. xxi. 6, 
xxii. I, 17. is doubtleſs the ſame as the fountain 
of life, Pf. xxxvi, 9. as the living water, Cant. iv. 15, 


ler. ii, 13. xvii. 13. Zech. xiv. 8. John iv. 10. 11, ||. 


John vii. 38. and the ſame allo as the waters men- 


tioned Ezek. xIvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Kc. of theſe, the |: 
waters of Horeb were a type, that ſpiritual rock, | 


whoſe waters followed the people in the wilderneſs, 
which rock was Chriſt : theſe are the waters to which 
IA. lv. f. invites every one; which Jerem, ſpeaks of as 
forſaken, for broken ciſterns; all theſe are explained, 
John vii. 38; this ſpake he of the ſpirit : what is ſaid of 
the waters iſſuing from the temple of the New City, 
Ezek. xlvii, is underſtood of the gradual increaſe of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the overflowing of his 
grace, which ends in a river, watering the Eternal 
City of God, It is of uſe to trace the ſame emblems, 
JJC texts... on TE 
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E R R A T A, Ge. 
Pag. line 


oo 7. for laid them up to their Children read laid 


them up in their Hearts and taught _ 
to their Children, 

6—23. place a comma after Temple 
7 3, after theſe read Patterns of 

8— 4. refer to Note 5. + 10. 
13— 4. refer to App. No. 6 
14—13. for in one degree read in ſome degree 
24 Line of Note—after firſt add fight 


4. f the ſame— for Lucullus having read Lu- 


cullus is ſaid to have had 


15— 1. refer to App. No. 7. 


Note, Line 15. for red Locuſts read real Locuſts 


165. —— 7, for juſt mentioned read flightly 
| mentioned — and eraſe the References 1 to pe 
„ 5 
17— 7. for ſhows read ſhews 
— 19. refer to Note 5. Page 10. 
22— 3. refer m App. Ne. 6. 


e 18, Line 12. for except actually read ex- 


cept when actually 
25—17. for Paſtors read Paſtor 
28—18. read (as Chap. 1.) in a Parentheſis 


'38—, for App. Ne. 1. read App. No. 11. 


42—, App. No 15. ſould be App. No. 17. 


43 — 2. for but becauſe read but beſide that 


45 — 7. eraſe and 

— 9. refer to App. No I. 

47 Mere, Line 11. read the Parentheſis thus (la deſo- 
leè, or forſaken woman; as in a French 
Tranſlation of Iſaiah vi. 12; — in our 
Tranſlation, is, a great forſaking) 


48—26. read (and theſe words twice repeated) in a 


Parenthefis 


54—19. for all, to ſeek redreſs read all attempting 


to ſeek redreſs 


77 — 3. refer to App. No. 14. and to P. 12. L. 8. 


— 24. for of the enemies read of enemies 
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ERRATA, Oc, 
pag. line 

80— 5. for or the end read. or to the end 
85—15. refer to App. Nb. 6. 


 95—MNete, Line 2. for allowed as * allowed us 


—— 7, a comma after the word Eternity 


96—25, eraſe the comma after Walls of Gold 


98—19. for let us leave read let us then leave 
99—laft Line. place a comma after labour | 
100 Note, L. 38. ſome Texts might have been re- 

fer'd to, as 1 Kings xv iI. 21. 8 
102— 9. for ſince read ſincere. 

In the Appendix. 35 

110—17, fer to the laſt read in the laſt 
111—26. for Creatures read Natures 


113-26. for compare read compare alſo 


115—N®. 6, after 144,000 add Chap. v11, 9. 
116—/aft Line. after whoſe add Number 


117— 1. refer to P. 85, Line 15. 
——z3. for gathered read reaped 


———4. after being add gathered; 

121—No. 11. for R. 403 read R. -299 and for 8. 50 
; read 8. 2000 

122— 12. for confirmed of read confirmed by 

123 — 4. fowards ſhould be forwards 

— 56. after 666 add the word years 


8. ſhould be altered thus—What concerns the 


firſt of theſe (vi. the beginning of the 
concurring Viſion) ſeems certain; what 
relates to the latter only highly probable; ; 
for — 
— 16. we ſhall have A Table, ſhould be, have a 
Total of 1956 years TY 


| —— 21. inſtead of and have a connected, &c. 


read and having a connected Courſe of 
Events, occupying ſo long a Space as 
2001 years is; or having only the 


know not exactly where to place them, 
| becauſe not being ſuxe either of the Year 
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in which Chriſt was born, or of that in 
which any one event ſince has happened, 
we cannot know when thoſe things will 
'I have an end ;) yet we may be certain 
= 1325: 5. for him read himſelf 


i References of the Aol to the Pages of 
4 the Book. 


N. . to Pages 10; 45 

3 2. ——8; 60; 63 

i FF 

| 4.— — 10; 60 

5 .— —38; 63 . 
6.— — 10, Note 5; 13, L. +3 85, E. 13 
F 
8.— — 17 40 
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10. eee e ee 
11.—— 19 38 

12.—— 19 25, L. ** 8 
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; 14. — 77 | 
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